
vette views      2010 June      Vol. 43   Issue 06 Page 1 
 

 

 



vette views      2010 June     Vol. 43   Issue 06  Page 2 
 



vette views      2010 June     Vol. 43   Issue 06  Page 3 
 

vet te v iews  
         A North Bay Corvette Association Publication  

 

 

         VOLUME 43          June   2010           Issue  06 

 

Guests are always welcome!  

North Bay Corvette Association  

Meets on the 2
nd

 Wednesday of each month*at  

 

7:00 P.M.  

 

the location is  

Marin Power Squadron  

789 Hamilton Parkway  

Novato, CA 94949  
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VICE PRESIDENT 
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Karyn Kambur 
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Richard Dullea 
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PUBLIC RELATIONS 
Dan Divita 
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2010 

June 

Presidents 

Report 
 
 

I cannot believe that half of the year is just about 

overé  

It seems like just yesterday we were just finishing 

up talking about the charities we were going to 

donate too, and who got what at the white elephant. 

There was a lot of hard work put in for convention 

this year, and a special thanks to Ralph Brabo, and 

Jane Rittler.  Who although were unable to attend 

convention, still helped out tremendously with the 

hospitality room competition.  I would also like to 

tell those of you who donôt know, we did win the 

hospitality room challenge.  

Convention was another big success, and auto cross 

ran smoothly except for a few minor issues with the 

timing lightsé but over all had a great day.  Thanks 

to everyone who helped make it possible.  There 

will hopefully be pictures on the website soon. 

I hope that many of you will be attending the BB-Q 

at Ed and Periôs house on June 5
th
, I canôt think of 

another way to celebrate the beginning of summer, 

and celebrating a birthday as well.   July 17
th
 & 18

th
 

are the next auto crosses, and I hope that we have 

another great turn out.   I also hear that the last drive 

and dine to Wipe Out was a hité good food, and 

company.  Looking forward to the next one, 

hopefully I will be able to make it.  

Thank you Karyn for getting the new name badges, 

and distributing them at the last meeting, I hope 

everyone has received theirs.  

I know itôs a little too early to start thinking about 

Christmasé but I wanted to make everyone aware 

of the date change for the 2010 Christmas Dinner.   

It will be on Saturday December 18
th
, 2010 NOT 

the 11
th
.  

Looking forward to seeing you at the next meeting!  

NBCA 

General Meeting Minutes 

12 May 2010 

 

Marin Power Squadron Building, Hamilton Field 

 

Presiding Officer:  President Heather Torres 

 

Meeting Called to Order:  7:00 pm 

 

Officer Reports: 
Membership ï Karen Kambur 

Karen introduced and welcomed guest Barbara 

Stout, who announced she owns a 1999 C5 Pewter 

Corvette. A hearty welcome to Barbara! 

 

Secretary ï Richard Dullea 

Richard announced minutes appeared in the April 

newsletter. Neal made a motion to pass; Ken 

second.  Unanimous. 

 

Publications ï Les Brown 

Les gave an assignment to all club members who 

attended the WSCC convention in Las Vegas. 

ñWrite two sentences about something you liked at 

the convention.ò   The deadline for the two 

sentences is the same as the E-Board meeting, or the 

fourth Wednesday, May 26
th
. Les also prepared a 

slide show on his computer showing photographs 

from the convention. The show played before and 

after the meeting, and at the pizza parlor after the 

meeting. 

 

Web Master ï RonWhittemore 

All is fine. Comments welcome. 

 

Public Relations ï Dan Divita 

Everything is fine. 

 

Member at Large ï Eric Larson 

Eric distributed literature from Convention, 

including brochures from the Corvette Museum, 

insurance for Corvettes through the museum, and 

other material. Thank you Eric. Eric also has a 

wonderful new paint job and graphics on his C4, 

Service Master Special. 
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Treasurer ï Mike Rebello.  

Mike reported funds were in good shape, including 

funds earned during our first Autocross of the 

season. 

 

Social ï Paul Schofield 

Paul described our first social of May, the Sonoma 

Marin Concourse, and introduced Pete Herley to 

describe it further.  Pete said while a Corvette 

section is not planned, he could foresee a common 

place to park club cars behind the exhibition hall.  

Pete said this year Porsche would be the ñmarquee 

focus.ò  Gates open at 9 a.m. Paul said to meet at 

Toscalito Tire and Break at Terra Linda, and then 

proceed as a caravan to the Concourse. 

 

Paul also announced a dinner cruise on May 20
th
; 

meet at Smith Ranch Road theater parking lot, 

cruise the back roads and finish with dinner at Bon 

Air Shopping Center Greenbrae, at Wipe Out Bar 

and Grill. 

 

May 22, Classic Car Exhibition, local fund raiser. 

 

June 5
th
 ï Ed's birthday party, 2 p.m. At his home in 

Petaluma. Please RSVP. All club members 

welcome. 

 

Old Cranks ï Les Brown:  Next Tuesday, 100 mile 

trip to Lake Berryessa, to Fosters. Weather 

permitting.  

 

Classic Corvette Ladies. No plans detailed. 

 

Raffle planned at meetingôs end. 

 

Vice President ï Mike Walter 

First car show held May 2
nd. 

 There were 78 cars. 

 

WSCC Convention, Las Vegas.  217 cars, 280 

people. Electronic Go Karts. Miniature Golf under 

Black Lights; Gimmick Rally, Slot Tournament. 

Traffic accident held up gimmick run. Sunday 

Autocross coordinated by North Bay. 70 cars 

cleared the course by 7 p.m. Good help. Spring 

Mountain Track Day. 33 cars. Excellent time. Great 

opportunity. Final standings and results from 

convention, still pending; including the financial 

results. 

 

May 21
st
 -22

nd
. ALMS at Laguna Seca. Car show 

held by Discovery Bay, at Rio Vista.  

 

May 29-30, Corvettes of Lake County. 

 

June Vette Magic. 

 

Santa Clara Corvette Autocross in June. 

 

Something every weekend.  Mike said to ñcheck the 

calendar.ò    

 

President ï Heather Torres 

Heather announced that North Bay Corvettes won 

the general excellence award in the Hospitality 

Room competition for its room theme.  

 

Skip Perlman, part of WSCC racing scene for many, 

many years, was on the way to the convention and 

had a tire blow, rolling his motor home, causing his 

wife to perish.  Skip injured his back. Details are 

still coming in.  

 

Old Business - None. 

  

New Business - None. 

 

Announcements - None. 

 

Refreshments ï Neil Andersen made a motion for 

the club to buy refreshments at the pizza parlor after 

the meeting.  Ken Albers made the second. 

Unanimous. 

 

 Eboard change. E-Board members will be meeting 

on the fourth Monday this month, May 24
th
, at Eric 

and Lynn's house in Sonoma. 

 

Jane Rittler made a motion to adjourn the meeting; 

Rich Dullea made the second.  Unanimous. 

 

Submitted by Richard Dullea, Secretary 

 

 

Corvette Racing Finishes Third and Sixth in  

Six Hour Laguna Seca ALMS Race 

  
After a fast and furious battle in the GT class, Corvette 

Racing's No. 4 Compuware Corvette C6.R driven by 

Oliver Gavin and Olivier Beretta finished third. The No. 

3 Compuware Corvette C6.R of Jan Magnussen and 

Johnny O'Connell finished sixth and won the Michelin 

Green X Challenge in the GT category.  
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June Social 

Director's 

Report 

Raffles 
We raised a gross of 

$53.00 for charity on 

the raffle. Thanks to all 

those who donated 

gifts, and to all who bought tickets. 

 

May Social Events 
WSCC Convention 

5-10 May 2010 

Judy and I started a caravan in Novato and added 

cars as we went up to eight. We made good time-no 

tickets! The convention was great-lots of activities 

to choose from. Heather lead NBCA to 1st place in 

the theme hospitality competition!  

 

Marin Sonoma Concours d'Elegance 

16 May 2010 

The Concours was better than last year, more cars, 

boats, trucks, vendors, airplanes and more.  Over 

12,000 people attended and 400 vehicles.  How 

about these photos at the bottom of the page?.   

 

ALMS at Laguna Seca 

21-23 May 2010 

I could not make it so see details elsewhere in this 

issue.  

 

Dinner Cruise 

20 May 2010 

We had 7 Corvettes make an hour plus cruise then 

on to the Wipeout Bar & Grill in Greenbrae.  Good 

ride, great food and camaraderie.  The owner 

blocked off a section of the parking lot for us. We 

will have to go back there again. 

  

Classic Car Exposition 

22 May 2010 

NBCA members had two vettes and a MGB in the 

show. I thank it was well worth it and plan to enter 

again next year. There were a lot of interesting car 

people there. 

 

June Social Events 
Bar-b-que at Ed and Peri's 

5 June 2010 

This sounds like a fun gathering. Please RSVP to 

Ed & Peri by June 1, 2010. See flyer for details. 

 

June Dinner Cruise 

Details are to be announced.  Watch your emails. 

 

Paul Schofield, Social Director 
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2010 WSCC Convention 
by Rooster Brown 

 

What a great time we had at the WSCC Convention 

in Las Vegas!  We had twenty three club members 

and one guest attending; nine couples and six 

singles.  They were:  Neil & Robin, Les, Dan & 

Corky, Richard D., Bob D., Sandy & Doug, Dave & 

Sue, Steve J., Larry J., Eric & Lynn, Paul & Judy, 

Heather & Stephen, Ken & Marci, Pam & Mike, 

and Rob W. 

 

Some of our members drove alone, in small groups, 

in a caravan and by plane.  Most arrived on 

Wednesday.  Since the 

convention was before our 

May meeting I asked at that 

meeting and by email for the 

attendees to write me one or 

two sentences about the 

convention.  Here is what 

they said: 

 

ñThe Hospitality Suite 

competition was an 

entertaining opportunity to 

socialize with our club 

members and the other clubs 

also. The decorations and 

"wanted" posters were 

great!ò  Judy 

 

ñThe convention had a lot to 

choose from for everyone 

and the location had more 

options to add. Another 

great "Corvette" event.ò  

Paul 

 

ñConvention was better this year than last.  My big 

complaint was that we were spread all over the 

hotel.  The rooms were great and the hotel food was 

very good.   

 

The rallye was shorter than last year, but still too 

long.  However, the stops were more interesting.  I 

think we have now seen everything in Las Vegas 

that is worth seeing, and that isnôt much.   

 

Since I have never been on a golf course and only 

played miniature golf a half dozen times, I was 

surprised that our foursome, along with Sandy & 

Keith took second.   

 

The autocross was much better.  Well, duh, North 

Bay put it on!  Marci went to the track day and had 

a great time, but was exhausted when she finished. 

 She said the only thing that was sore was her butt.  

I told her that was from the ópucker factor!ôò  Ken 

 

ñI had a good time.  Worked hard with Pam and still 

got time to do a few things.  I want to thank the club 

for its hard work at the autocross and what a good 

course Neil set up.  The party Friday night was fun 

and wish we had more time for friends.  Overall it 

was a great time with lots of good looking people 

and cars.ò  Mike 

  

ñThe flight was good, 

greeted at the rental car 

company as newlyweds, put 

us in a roller skate to the 

hotel, slow to check in, room 

was nice and big, Steve 

greeted me with Gin and 

Wine, my pal, and Steve too. 

It was nice to see daughter 

doing the hauling instead of 

Dad. The events we made 

were good, lost on my 

Sharks bet, only game they 

lost of 5 in a row, go figure, 

but it was my first sports bet. 

They wouldn't let our Yarius 

on Fremont Street for the 

show, so we went home. 

Who knows whatôs in store 

for next year?ò  Eric  

 

ñWow what an awesome 

Convention with nice weather ï no heat wave.  Lots 

of beautiful Corvettes and new friends from all over 

the country.  For me Convention was a lot of work; 

however I did enjoy every minute of it.  I would 

have like to spend more time with all my club 

friends, North Bay Corvette Assn. and Vaca Valley 

Vettes.  Worst part of the Convention was the long 

ride home because I missed our little dog Dauber 

very much and wanted to see her.ò  Pam 

 

"We were supposed to drive BY the airport, not 

THROUGH it!  Dan 

 

Hospitality Suite Best Theme & Food 1 
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Even with turn-by-turn directions, he can STILL get 

lost."  Dan 

 

ñI enjoyed the camaraderie at the miniature golf 

event, everyone acting like kids with no worries; all 

of us laughing, joking, getting frustrated, taking 

pictures and just having an overall great time. 

 

Of course our hospitality room may have opened 

late but our room was still going strong when the 

others had shut down.  The picture taking was a 

great idea I think it was a great treat for those who 

attended to have their photo as a memento. 

 

The slot tournament was a lot of fun even thought it 

was at Terribleôs it gave us a chance to see their 

place and check out the buffet, it was great! 

 

The down side was the hotel everyone was spread 

out everywhere.  I think itôs better when we all are 

close together; talking, getting caught up with old 

friends and making new friends. 

 

Personally I am done with Vegas - if I go back it 

would be just for a weekend to see a show or to.  I 

am hoping next yearôs convention is somewhere 

else a new adventure.ò  Lynn 

 

ñHow often do you get to set the cruise control to 

90?  Love that US 95!ò  Dave 

 

ñI would say that all enjoyed the event and look 

forward to next years Convention.  To date no club 

has come forward to propose/host Convention 2011. 

  

There were 217 registered packages which amount 

to approximately 400 attendees.  Final numbers will 

be available soon.  There were over 50 Corvette 

clubs/Councils from the US and Canada represented 

in addition to the non club/Council affiliated 

participants.  Distance went to a couple from 

Ohio, Terry and Holly Messick and Santa Clara 

won Club par.  The Hospitality Room competition 

was a great event as usual.  All enjoyed the 

numerous events hosted the participating clubs.   

  

My thanks to Hot Nevada Vettes for hosting 

Convention, a special edition of the Redline will be 

coming out with coverage of our Convention 2010.  

Rob 

 

That is what they say; this is what I say ñI enjoyed 

this convention very much.  I think the highlight for 

me was the Fremont Street Car Show.  I always go 

around looking for ideas for my car.ò 

 

I had fun putting this article together and want to 

thank those that participated it its development.  See 

ï itôs not that hard!  I hope I included everyone who 

responded to my request. 

 

At this convention we had a ñnewò member who 

participated in all of the events.  It was great to see 

Robin driving the autoX and the drags.  I have seen 

old newsletter articles where she actually beat Neil 

in an autoX.  I hope others catch her spirit and 

become more active in club events. 

 

Finally, I donôt go to the WSCC Convention 

because of where it is ï I attend because of who is 

going to be there!  See you somewhere in 2011! 

 

Be sure to see the photos on our website. 

 

  

Thank you for AutoX  
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Membership 

Directors 

Report 
 

 

We have 55 members as 

of the printing of this 

newsletter.  An applica-

tion has been submitted by J.J. Iacoviello 

application having duley submitted, published was 

approved by the board at the last Eboard meeting.  

Welcome aboard JJ! 

 

At our last meeting, we welcomed 3 guests, Dave 

Hambly, Andrew Sinclair and JJ who filled out his 

application during the meeting! 

 

Andrew Sinclair presented a car show hosted by the 

San Marin Homeowners Association on Saturday 

May 22
nd

.  We are invited to participate and attend. 

 

 

For Sale 
 

1996 C4 - Corvette Coupe 
LT1, automatic, power seats, solid color roof, and 

bronze see-through roof that needs refurbishing. 

 

Polo II Green Metallic, light beige interior, lots of 

complements over the years on the color.  Shown in 

many WSCC Type 1 car shows, typically 1
st
/2

nd
. in 

class.  Runs great, needs air conditioning work. 

133,000 mi.  Asking $10,000., make offer. Al, (415) 

884-9648, alcaldwell@earthlink.net 

 

2003 C5 Coupe 
Quick Silver, Light Grey Int. Dual Tops, Heads-up Pwr 

Seats, Corsa Exhaust, New Michelinôs,    Always 

covered in Garage, 12 factory CD player.  Approx 

34,800 miles.  Asking $28,000.  Contact Cliff:  (707) 

584-1974 

 

2006 C6 Convertible 

 

Automatic w/ paddle shift, grey top, Flowmaster 

exhaust, K&N cold air induction, Speed Lingerie 

Bra and Mirror Covers.  This car has 63,000 

highway miles from 5 cross country trips.  During 

these trips it averaged 30 mpg.  Contact Mike or 

Terry at Novato Chevrolet for more details. 

 

2008 C6 - $43,300 
No photo submitted.  Car has only 4,730 miles, 6.2 

liter 436 hp engine, 6 speed manual trans, 3 LT 

preferred equip. pkg., Z51 performance pkg., 

polished aluminum wheels  dual mode exhaust, 

removable transparent roof panel, heads up display  

This car has never been driven in the rain and has 

always been garaged.  Respectable offers 

considered, no disappointments.  The Vette is 

Jetstream Blue Tintcoat with Ebony (charcoal) 

interior.  Contact:  swhite298@comcast.net   

 

Wanted 
Skip White, President of the Marin Coupe and 

Roadster Club is looking for a 2007 or newer Black 

ZO6.   Contact:  swhite298@comcast.net   

 

 

mailto:alcaldwell@earthlink.net
mailto:swhite298@comcast.net
mailto:swhite298@comcast.net


vette views      2010 June     Vol. 43   Issue 06  Page 16 
 



vette views      2010 June     Vol. 43   Issue 06  Page 17 
 

Car Projects in 

Ericôs Eyes 
 

Are car projects always 

projects or do they ever 

get completed?  If you are 

going to consider a car 

project you have to have 

several things; a vision, 

time, and resources.  Resources encompass a lot of 

things such as ability, tools, knowledge, money, and 

more.  If you donôt have the necessary ñresourcesò 

donôt take on a project.  

 

As many of you know I have a weak spot for 

ñprojectsò, and have more than I should, but itôs like 

a disease, and hard to stop.  The recent one that 

most of you have seen is our ServiceMaster 

Marketing Car, a 1990 Corvette.  I started with the 

vision of the final product, and knew I could find a 

C4 Corvette for a modest price.   

 

I found the 90ô for sale from a Bails Bonds man 

whom had this car for collarall, title in hand, but no 

keys, making this a hard sale to most.  So I took the 

VIN # and license plate #, called my resource, and 

got the key codes, but one problem, no VATS 

(vehicle anti theft system) code for the ignition key.  

So being a project gambler, we made a deal for 

$2,000, got the keys made less the VATS code, 

brought the car home on the trailer and there it sat 

until I could figure out the VATS code, which took 

more effort than it should have.  I highly 

recommend you make sure you have extra keys and 

have the key and VATs code documented.   

 

Several small items were fixed such as hood cable, 

door spring, computer bracket, cruise control unit, 

seat bottoms, stereo, two tires, oil change, 

transmission service, fuel filter, air filter, and PCV.  

Once drivable, I found no other surprises.  Got the 

car painted ServiceMaster Yellow and had the Race 

deals installed, and my vision had become a reality.   

 

Our total investment is about $5,500 plus my labor.  

This was completed in a time frame of 2 months, 

some hours in evenings and weekends.  You canôt 

be scared, but expect the worst and hope for the 

best.  

 
 

This Corvette was a quick project of mine, most are 

not so quick.  Last summer I finished restoring a 

1909 Maxwell that I had disassembled in 1986, 23 

years ago.  Mainly due to lack of focused time on 

that project.  I currently have at least 10 cars in 

some state of restoration, but if I could focus on one 

at a time there would be more progress.  So I 

recommend only taking on one at a timeé..listen to 

what I say, not as I do!  

 

Projects are great, and at least my wife knows 

where I am in the evenings when I am not with her, 

it could be worse. 

 

Eric Larson  

Horsepower Ranch 
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ALMS Race, Laguna Seca 
 

21 and 22 May 2010 

by Rooster Brown 

 

I took my time driving down to Salinas to work the 

ALMS Race (American Le Mans Series) at Laguna 

Seca.  On my way down I stopped at Courtesy 

Chevrolet to check out their current inventory.  

They still have quite a few Corvettes. 

 

When I arrived in Salinas I went to straight to the 

hotel and checked in.  After that I went to get the 

car washed and then headed for the track.  There 

wasnôt much going on when I arrived and after I 

picked up my tickets and corral pass from Ken I got 

a ride over to the paddock area. 

 

First stop was the 

Corvette pit where the 

No. 3 & 4 cars were 

being readied.  I roamed 

around and got a bite to 

eat ($13 for 

Cheeseburger, fries and 

diet Pepsi,) and then 

headed back to the 

corral.  The vendors 

were just getting set up 

and there wasnôt much 

to see.  After hanging 

out at the corral for a 

while I headed back to 

the hotel.  I had dinner 

that night with Ken, Marci, and Alice Wesbie at the 

Black Bear Diner.  Will Cooksey was there with his 

wife along with Buz & Ruth Marston, Rob Weaver, 

and Dick Guldstrand. 

 

The next morning we were on the road at 5:30 a.m., 

stopped to get breakfast at McDonnels, and arrive at 

the track at 6:30.  Dan, Steve, Rob, Ken & Marci, 

and I were there from our club along with others 

from VVV and SCC.  Dan and I drew duty at the 

front gate - pretty easy today with only 150 cars.  

Tom & Sandy arrived around mid-morning.  We 

attended the driverôs meeting for the Parade lap; we 

were told that we would get two laps around the 

course (I thought it would be at 34/40 mph.)  Boy 

was I wrong!  I was in the first group of 50 and had 

picked up a rider.  A young man from Oregon who 

had come down with four buddies for the race. 

 

Bill was in front of me and Rob behind me ï and off 

we went.  It was fantastic!  We went flying around 

the track hitting 80 plus on the straight aways.  

Everybody left the track with a big smile on their 

face ï even my rider.  After the parade lap our work 

was pretty much done for the day and we were free 

to roam around. 

 

I have been trying to find out the best products to 

use on my convertible top.  I stopped at Motherôs 

display but they donôt make a product.  They 

recommended I contact RaggTopp.com.  I asked at 

the Chevrolet trailer and they werenôt any help 

either.  I checked on RaggTopp.com and it looks 

like they have something that will work. 

 

I was with Dan and Bill 

and Bill and I had our 

picture taken at the 

Chevrolet trailer, got 

our free T-shirts and 

moved on.  I stopped at 

the CHP both and some 

other vendors as Dan 

and Bill headed for the 

paddock area.  I headed 

back to the corral and 

then the hotel for some 

rest. 

 

The Saturday night 

banquet was held at 

Vision Quest Ranch.  The lot was full of Corvettes 

as we met the Corvette Racing Team, Rob Weaver, 

President of WSCC, Wendell Strode, NCM 

Executive Director, Buzz Marston, NCM Board 

Chairman, and Wil Cooksey, Past Board Chairman 

and former Corvette Assembly Plant Manager, plus 

many other GM dignitaries.  They all made 

excellent presentations.  It was a fun night but an 

early dawn awaited me.   

 

The one person Ken thinks is very important to 

mention when talking about Laguna Seca and the 

dinner, is Tadge Juechter, chief Corvette engineer.   

ñHe is todayôs Zora, and for him to come to every 

one of the Laguna Seca races, to me is very 

significant.  You donôt see the head of Porsche, 

Ferrari, BMW etc there.  Also, Tom Wallace, 
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former chief Corvette engineer was there and spoke 

at the dinner also.ò 

 

Saturday, Race Day.  We got to sleep-in an extra 

half hour today ï didnôt need to be at the track until 

7:00 a.m!  Ken & Marci, Steve, and I were all 

waiting outside our rooms for Bill.  No Bill.  

Whereôs Bill?  Off to Billôs room.  While he 

reminded both Steve and I that we needed to be 

outside at 6:00 a.m. ï he thought it was 6:30 a.m.  

So we left him behind and off we went. 

 

We had most of the cars parked and were released 

by Ken around 12:30 p.m.  Laguna Seca used the 

same staging area for the Porsche Parade Lap as we 

did on Friday.  If was fun watching the Porsche go 

around the track at 35 mph!  Sorry guys! 

 

We headed down vendor road heading for the 

paddock area.  We were a little early and had to 

wait to get on the track to see the cars.  We used this 

time to see the C1, C2, and C3 Corvette Le Mans 

Race Cars ï real beauties.  It was a mob scene on 

the track but we got some good pictures of the cars 

and drivers.  Then it was up in the stands to watch 

the race start at 2:30 p.m.  We stayed there until the 

first pit stop and then headed back to the corral.    

 

Ken gave us a lift over to the corkscrew where we 

were protected from the wind.  After taking 

numerous photos we headed over to the ñwindyò 

side and it was howling.  I couldnôt take it very 

long, but it was a great view of the track and 

surrounding hills.  After Ken, Marci, Bill, Steve and 

I were all beat-up we headed back. 

 

People were congregated around the two TVs in our 

tent watching the coverage of the race.  This yearôs 

race was six hours, two too many for me.  I was 

beat and just wanted a good meal, hot shower, and 

bed.  I got all three back at the hotel and I was 

asleep at the raceôs end. 

 

This created a problem the next day as I was wide 

awake at 4:00 a.m.  What to do?  Nothing else but 

get-up, pack and take off by 4:45 a.m. - long before 

the race watchers opened an eye.  The good part 

was I had the road alone and got home in two hours. 

 

It was the first time I had worked an ALMS race 

since Infineon where I didnôt get to do the parade 

lap.  It was an interesting experience and one I am 

glad I did.  Thank you Ken for inviting me. 

 

There will be a lot of photos on our website shortly. 

 

 

Emmy Louôs 

Diner 
Napa, CA 

 
18 May 2010 

 

The weather looked 

iffy for our outing, 

but I decided to chance it anyway.  Neil called and 

asked if he could go with me so we met at Golden 

Crème Donuts before heading to the rendezvous 

point. We met at the scales on Hwy 37 at 9:00 to 

head to Emmy Lou's Diner in Napa (recommended 

to us by Eric.)  We were met at the scales by Dan, 

John R., Little Jon, Paul,   Ken and Eric met us at 

the restaurant. 

 

After breakfast Eric led the way to the ñtop of the 

hillò on our way to Lake Berryessa.  He took us a 

different way than ñJillò but it was by far a better 

way to go.   Pulling a sharp U-turn at the top of hill 

Eric left us to continue our way to the lake.  I didnôt 

remember having gone on this road before.   

 

It turned out to be a decent day as we skirted the 

West side of the lake.  Les almost (I said almost) 

missed his turn onto Pope Canyon Road but 

recovered in time to make it a 135 degree turn 

instead of a 180.  Now we were on some more great 

back roads heading thru St. Helena to Sebastopol 

and Fosterôs Freeze Sebastopol. 

 

The trip from the restaurant to Foster's was 2-1/2 

hrs and 80 miles.  The total for the day was 100 plus 

miles and close to three hours. 

  

Dan will be leading the Old Cranks in June and July 

so he will be getting in touch with you for those 

months. 

 

Submitted by: 

Les Brown, Old Cranks Coordinator. 
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My First 

Corvette 
By Richard Dullea 

 

Arriving at 

Convention in Las 

Vegas, I became 

aware of an unusual 

noise emanating 

from my First 

Corvette. A bit frightening to hear, the sound 

happens almost exclusively when starting out, and 

engaging the CLUTCH!  

 

Wait a minute, didnôt I get, and report, a new clutch 

last month?  Yes, I did report a new clutch. And 

Autocrosses pose a challenge where adrenaline 

matches with horsepower and performance, and Iôll 

be the first to admit my car emitting the horrible 

smell of an overheated clutch the last home 

Autocross. 

 

Joining the Caravan to Las Vegas, the sound did not 

start out on the trip. In fact, it seemed to first make 

the sound after arrival.  What a thing to have as a 

greeting upon embarking the next day ï a screaming 

sound that one listener politely likened to a blower 

sound.  A blower sound, really?   é NOT. 

 

With great regret, I report that the clutch and its 

inherent guarantee upon installation will be 

removed, along with the tranny, about the same 

time you receive the surrounding newsletter, 

Tuesday the first day of June. Have I mentioned a 

terrible fever I came down with at Convention?  

The Corvette enthusiasts in the Caravan mostly 

drove Z06s, in a variety of colors. What a sense of 

excitement and appreciation came over me.  I 

continue to have the fever, searching Craigslist with 

the ñCorvette Z06ò setting for the search.  Very 

interesting results so far, including one Corvette 

with ñLamboò doors.  

 

My last day of Convention would find me awaiting 

the arrival of my brother from Wisconsin, arriving 

Monday night for an industry conference.  The day 

played out in an odd fashion.  Not choosing to 

attend Spring Mountain for a day at the race track, I 

took it easy at first.  I began by doing some laundry 

right at the hotel; taking turns working out in the 

fitness room and tending the laundry. 

 

Finally finished with laundry, I then turned to 

returning items I bought for the hospitality room 

competition, but never used. The first store, Party 

America, was a breeze.  Among the unused items 

returned was a pair of plastic antler/horns intended 

to be mounted on the sides of my hat.  Perhaps next 

year Iôll have the clubôs official hospitality attire, a 

hat with the horns. 

 

One item I used extensively was a black gangster 

style hat.  Those of you attending the May meeting 

saw me in that hat, and I wore my dark sunglasses. 

My role at hospitality went something like this.  Tan 

pants, dark navy shirt, off-white tie, black fedora 

hat and dark glasses. I positioned myself at the door 

when other room opened while we were still setting 

up. Trying to look ominous, I folded my arms and 

announced to all approaching our room ñFive 

Minutes.ò When our room opened, a club member 

handed me a play machine gun, and I kept my 

position holding the machine gun as standby.  

 

When folks approached, I would announce ñDames 

welcomeécome in.ò  To the dudes, I would say, 

ñPassword Corvette. Enter.ò I held my position for 

the duration of the competition, later adding the 

statement ñMoose Milk inside.ò  North Bay, our 

club, took top honors in the competition. 

 

Anyway, I acquired the black hat in an unusual 

manner.  Party America had a plastic version 

intended for a child.  I bought it thinking I could 

slice open the sides of the hat, expanding it to fit. 

On a hunch, I entered a nearby menôs store, called 

Casual XL, and asked if they carried hats. The nice 

worker inside recommended what he called a 

ñpimpò shop at the nearby mall.  I then found the 

mall, and eventually the aforementioned shop and I 

could understand why he called it that.  The store 

had a number of hats, including the black fedora 

hat, size XL that fit my huge head.  Hooray.  On a 

roll, I asked the store worker about another style of 

hat that Iôd been interested in buying. More of a 

cap, the version they had came in light tan and 

black.  I opted for the black, keeping the theme 

going.  

 

After ñsleeping on it,ò I decided to take back the 

ñcap styleò hat, since I decided I was unlikely to 
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wear it because black was not my first choice of 

color for such a hat.  Arriving at the shop that 

Monday, a nice fellow inside described for me the 

ñno returnò policy at the store, offering in lieu a 

store credit.  Hmmm. A though spot for sure.  After 

spending too much time looking at my options, I 

could not find anything else that interested me. I 

even tried selling the $29 credit to a customer who 

came in.  In the end, I chose two ties, one with the 

design of the U.S. flag, and the other with a green 

design featuring $50 and $100 dollar bills.  Had I 

needed more ties, I might have parlayed a third tie.  

I was happy to take the ties and go.  

 

The ñMonster Burgerò for sale right in the 

restaurant at the hotel, would be my lunch.  I 

enjoyed the burger, which was better than Iôd 

anticipated, and then relaxed reading a magazine Iôd 

brought from home.  Inspired by the Car Show on 

Fremont, after lunch I began ordering parts I need 

for my Corvette, on the Internet.  I searched for the 

best prices, and then ordered three parts.  More on 

that next month.  

 

As I went back to the room, I reviewed in the back 

of my mind the day ahead.  I had the FALSE sense 

that I had one more day at the Tuscany, and then I 

would meet my brother Chuck on Tuesday. 

Arriving back at my building, my room card would 

not open the door.  Hmmm.  Back to the front desk I 

went, awaiting my turn. The very patient clerk 

checked my status, and asked if I wanted to stay 

another day. Incredulous, I couldnôt figure out what 

went wrong.  I was so careful to schedule my stay 

there. I thanked her and asked her to standby while I 

fetch my day planner from my car. Sure enough, I 

was off by 24 hours, and I was way past my time to 

move out of the room.  I returned to the clerk, 

explained that I made a huge mistake, and told her I 

could move out in less than 30 minutes.  

 

Then the race began. A manager type met me at 

Building O, opened the door and saw me to my 

room, which the maid had entered to work. Taking 

a deep breath, I undertook the move-out in hyper 

speed.  Tuscany was great, given my blunder. 

Another place and time I would have been charged 

for my blunder, but not at Tuscany.  They were 

gracious and accepting. 

 

Fully loaded up, I began looking for the Luxor, 

where I would meet Chuck. Even though I stayed 

way too long at Tuscany, I had a good long wait at 

the huge Luxor complex. My brother called and 

said the airline was running about 45 minutes late. 

Exploring the new surroundings, how sweet it was 

when I saw a beautiful black Corvette, Z06, on a 

pedestal rotating around and around. The 2006 

Corvette Z06 will be given away in a free drawing 

on October 13
th
. You might remember I have a 

certain raffle philosophy. Sure enough, I took a 

whole pad of entry blanks, chose a far away bench 

to sit and fill out entry blanks, one at a time, until I 

penned some 50 entries. The blanks called for 

phone numbers and email addresses, and not a 

home address.  

 

I told my wife, Crystal, that if the Luxor calls to 

first ask ñDid my husband win the Corvette?ò 

before her normal ñPlease take us off your calling 

list.ò  

 

When Chuck arrived, we got him settled and then 

took a ride down the Strip. At the end of the strip, I 

pulled into a convenience mart, and let my brother 

take over for the drive back. He really enjoyed the 

chance to drive my Corvette. Upon departing the 

next morning, I left him with the pack of Corvette 

playing cards that we all received in the goody bag 

at registration 

 

Next month, Iôll tell you what went wrong with the 

clutch system.   

 

Peace and Love and Happy Corvetting! 

 

NEXT VETTE RAFFLE  

 

 
2010 Arctic White Grand Sport Convertible 

 

Thursday, June 3 at 2pm Central Time. 

 

Tickets are $100 

 

Limited to 1,994 Tickets 

  

http://store.corvettemuseum.com/SearchResult.aspx?CategoryID=30
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2010 NBCA 

Social Calendar 
 

February Tin Lizzie Events 
7

th
 Super Bowl Party, Bill D. 

10
th
 Monthly Mtg. Marin Power Squadron 

16
th
 Old Cranks, Checkers Tour, Pete H. 

24
th
 Classy Corvette Ladies, Marin Civic Cntr., Carol 

24
th
 Eboard Mtg. 

28
th
 Mare Island Museum, Mare Island, Paul 

 

March Tin Lizzie Events 
10

th
 Monthly Mtg. Marin Power Squadron 

13
th
 Blackhawk Automobile Museum, Paul, Peter 

16
th
 Old Cranks, SS Red Oak Victory, Les 

18
th
 Classy Corvette Ladies, Marin Museum of the 

 American Indian, Carol Z. 

20
th
 Introduction to Autocrossing, Mike W. 

21
th
 Nord Fjord 54, Solano Community College 

24
th
 Eboard Mtg. 

 

April  
14

th
 Monthly Mtg. Marin Power Squadron 

11
th
 Disney Museum, Paul 

15
th
 Classy Corvette Ladies, Petaluma Museum, Carol 

18
th
 Nord Fjord 54, Solano Community College, Mike 

20
th
 Old Cranks, Black Bear Diner, Les 

22
nd

 Cruise Night, Flippers, Petaluma, Paul 

25
th
 Nord Fjord 55, Solano Community College 

27
th
 Eboard Mtg. 

 

May 
6-10

th
 WSCC Convention, Las Vegas 

12
th
 Monthly Mtg. Marin Power Squadron 

16
th
 Marin Sonoma Concours dôElegance 

18
th
 Old Cranks 

20
th
 Cruise Night 

21/22 ALMS Race, Laguna Seca 

22
nd

 Classic Car Exposition, Novato, CA 

26
th
 Eboard Mtg. 

 

June 
5

th
 Edôs Bday BBQ, Ed & Peri 

9
th
 Monthly Mtg. Marin Power Squadron 

15
th
 Old Cranks, Dan 

23
th
 Eboard Mtg. 

 

July 
14

th
 Monthly Mtg. Marin Power Squadron 

18
th
 Nord Fjord 55, Solano Community College  

28
th
 Eboard Mtg. 

 

August 
11

th
 Monthly Mtg. Marin Power Squadron 

15
th
 Nord Fjord 56, Solano Community College 

25
th
 Eboard Mtg. 

September 
8

th
 Monthly Mtg. Marin Power Squadron 

22
th
 Eboard Mtg. 

 

October 
6

th
 Monthly Mtg. Marin Power Squadron 

10
th
 Nord Fjord 57, Solano Community College 

20
th
 Eboard Mtg. 

 

November 
10

th
 Monthly Mtg. Marin Power Squadron 

 

December 
4th Xmas Tree Cutting Party & Eboard, Jane & John 

8
th
 Monthly Mtg. Marin Power Squadron 

18th Xmas Party 

24
th
 Run to Melôs Diner, San Francisco, Pedro 

 

June B i r thdays 

H e l p  u s  ce l eb r a t e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

b i r t h d a ys 

Lo is  McCa l lum 6 /3  

Sue  Garbe r 6 /3  

Ed  Hogya 6 /4  

R ichard  Du l lea 6 /10 

Corky  D iv i ta 6 /13 

Anna  S ta f f 6 /18 

N ick  Kambur 6 /19 

M ike  Rebe l lo 6 /19 

Wi l l i am Donne l l y 6 /23  

Pedro  Femen ia 6 /29  
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Join Us after the Meeting for Refreshments 
After our meetings we go to a local restaurant where the club buys the liquid refreshments.  

This is voted on at our club meeting each month.  Currently we are going to Round Table Pizza, 

1565 S. Novato Blvd., Novato, CA  94947. 

 

 
Directions to Round Table Pizza from Meeting Place 

Take Hamilton Pkwy NW (.9 mile) to Nave Dr. 

Follow Nave Dr. Straight onto 101 N 

101 N to DeLong Ave. Exit 

Left onto DeLong Ave. (becomes Diablo Ave.) 

Left onto S. Novato Blvd. 

Right into shopping center at Fernandoôs on right 

(Corvettes enter at angle and watch for speed bumps.) 

Round Table Pizza on Right. 
 

 

 

 

 


