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Guests are always welcome!  

North Bay Corvette Associati on  

Meets on the 2
nd

 Wednesday of each month*at  

 

7:00 P.M.  

 

the location is  

Marin Power Squadron  

789 Hamilton Parkway  

Novato, CA 94949  
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NBCA 

Board Members 
2010 

 
PRESIDENT 
Heather Torres 
(707) 228-0320 
President@northbaycorvettes.com  
 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Mike Walter 
(707) 449-4702 
Vice-President@northbaycorvettes.com  
 

MEMBERSHIP 
DIRECTOR 
Karyn Kambur 
(415) 516-3221 
Membership@northbaycorvettes.com  
 

SECRETARY 
Richard Dullea 
(415) 381-5499 
Secretary@northbaycorvettes.com 
 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 
Dan Divita 
(707) 395-0153 
PublicRelations@northbaycorvettes.com 
 

TREASURER 
Michael Rebello 
(707) 648-2623 
Treasurer@northbaycorvettes.com  
 

DIRECTOR of 
PUBLICATIONS  
Les Brown 
(415) 298-9300 
Publications@northbaycorvettes.com 
 

SOCIAL DIRECTOR 
Paul Schofield 
(415) 892-7019 
SocialDirector@northbaycorvettes.com 
  

BOARD MEMBER 
AT LARGE 
Eric Larson 
(707) 935-0762 
HPRanch@interx.net 
MemberAtLarge@northbaycorvettes.com 
 

WEBMASTER 
Ron Whittemore 
(707) 823-0726 
Webmaster@northbaycorvettes.com  
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2010 

October 

Presidents 

Report 
 
 

I still cannot believe how fast this year has gone 

byé and before you know it the holiday season will 

be upon us.  

 

I would like to start out with Auto Cross October 9
th
 

for VVV and October 10
th
 for NBCA, again will be 

setting up on Friday, and we need people to be there 

early as well on Saturday to help set up the course 

as well. I hear itôs going to be another great long 

course.  So come out and have some fun.  

 

Elections are another thing to keep in mind as itôs 

only about a month away.  If you have ever wanted 

to know what it would be like to sit at the head 

table, think about running for office.  Please ask any 

of the current or even some of the past officers if 

you have questions about a position.  

 

Charity time as well is going to be here before you 

know it. Look for more info to follow.  

 

I hope that everyone has a safe and happy 

Halloween as wellé  

 

See you at the next meeting October, 13, 2010 

 

 

NBCA 
General Meeting Minutes 

8 September 2010 

 

Meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. by Heather. 

 

Karen, Membership:  Received an application 

from Donald Drummond more in the newsletter.  

Name tags will be ordered again soon so if you need 

one please let Karen know.  There are also license 

plate frames for sale.   

Ron, Webmaster: Webmaster has been a little bit 

sidetracked as late due to a new corvette and not 

just any corvette ï a brand new Cyber Gray ZR1 ï 

Congratulations Ron on the new baby.  There are 

more pictures on the website from the Pini Car 

Show and someone has asked for a little better 

clarification on some of the hyperlinks on the 

website and Ron will be working on those.   

 

Richard, Secretary:  Was not present at the 

meeting.  August meeting note were 1
st
 from Neil 

and a 2
nd

 from Mike and approved by the members.  

 

Les, Publications:  

¶ The 22
nd

 at 5pm is the deadline for getting 

anything into print for the September 

newsletter.   

¶ Les picked up the Pini Car Show since Dan 

was going to be out of town.  At the last 

minute it was discovered that insurance was 

needed for this show.  Mike handled this and 

got the insurance to Nave Bros. and the 

show went ahead as planned.  Piniôs has 

agreed to pay the $173 for the cost of the 

insurance.  Mike will deliver the check to 

the new WSCC Treasurer on Sept. 18
th
.  Pini 

provided Coffee, water and donuts as well as 

$10 gift certificate to the store and a $20 gift 

certificate to the local restaurant for all those 

that showed their cars. 

¶ Old Cranks ï 9/21/10 ï Pt. Arena 

Lighthouse and 9/14/10 ï Movie ï The 

American; Tom Reimer has also suggested 

the Airplane Restoration Facility and more 

to follow on that. 

 

Paul, Social:   

¶ Octoberôs cruise to BJôs Brewery had an 

attendance of 7 corvettes and 10 people.  

¶  Septemberôs cruise night to Wipeout had an 

attendance of 15 people and 6 corvettes ï 

you guys do the math. 

¶ Sturgeon Mills Sat. Sept. 18
th
 ï BBQ lunch 

available ï leaving Marin Rt. 37 at 9:30 

¶ Sept. 25
th
 ï Corvettes at the Castle ï Hosted 

by NCCA at Ledson Winery at 10am pre- 

(conôt on page 7) 
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(conôt from page 5) 

registration requested and there is a request 

to purchase 2 raffle tickets 

¶ Sept. 25
th
 ï Bon Air Car Show @ the 

Shopping Center in Greenbrae. 

¶ 10/10 ï there are a couple of different car 

show ï see Paul for more details (Donôt 

forget thatôs NBCAôs Auto-X) 

¶ October 17
th
 ï BR Cohn Winery is having a 

Cruise In  

¶ Nov. 7
th
 ï Vettes for Vets ï Car show at the 

Auto Museum in Sacramento ï Tom Reimer 

to get more info 

¶  

Dan, Public Relations ï Thank you to Les for 

taking over the Pini Car Show. 

 

Eric, Member at Large ï Absent - House boating 

on Lake Trinity 

 

Mike, Treasurer ï Absent - House boating on 

Lake Trinity 

 

Mike, VP ï  

¶ Thank you for the cards and phones calls 

after surgery 

¶ Oct. 9 & 10 is the last autocross of the year. 

VVV day is Saturday and NBCA day is 

Sunday.  Weôll need help setting up on 

Friday night the 8
th
 around 4:45pm and 

again on Saturday about 7am and cleanup on 

Sunday about 3pm.  VVV has purchased 50 

lime green cones to help mark the corners.   

¶ Neil said thank you to all the workers who 

came out on August 14
th
 and 15

th
 and Mike 

heard nothing but good things on how that 

autocross went.   

¶ WSCC meeting on Sept. 18
th
 and the club 

needed to vote on the budget.  After a 

lengthy discussion a motion was made to 

vote No on the budget a second was heard 

and a vote called for.  The vote is to be no 

on the WSCC budget due to the large 

overrun of expenses versus income.  The 

club had already voted on the By-Laws and 

Comp Code changes.   

¶ Mike explained why Piniôs had to pay for 

the insurance for this car show.  Type 1 

events are covered by WSCC and are for 

competitive year end awards.  Type 5 events 

(like Piniôs) are for fun and therefore the 

clubs pay for the insurance.   

 

Old Business:  none 

 

New Business: 

¶ Dan ï Carol Zeller said Thank you for all 

the support and attendance at the memorial 

for Skip.  The Harley Group would like to 

do a joint run with NBCA sometime.  The 

bulletin board at the memorial was provided 

by NBCA for the family.  Les has copies or 

originals if anyone is interested. 

¶ Les ï passed around a couple of sympathy 

cards for the Zeller Family. 

¶ Les ï Car & Driver Magazine ï Best 

Handling Cars ï the Corvette Z06 ranked 6
th
 

overall with the seats being the biggest 

complaint. 

 

Announcements: 

¶ Mike Walterôs autocross car is for sale ï see 

him for more details 

¶ Bill Donnelly mentioned the Moylanôs has 

$3 beer night on Wednesdays ï someone 

else mentioned bad pizza 

¶ John Rittler ï looking for used bowling balls 

ï all colors and the brighter the better 

¶ Holiday Dinner ï December 18
th
 at Indian 

Valley Golf Course 

¶ Next E-Board September 22
nd

 ï location to 

be announced  

 

Submitted by 

Pam Walter 

for Richard Dullea, Secretary 
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October 

Social 

Director's 

Report 
 

Raffles 
We raised a gross of 

$38.00 for charity on 

the raffle.  Thanks to all those who donated gifts, 

and to all who bought tickets.  

 

September Social Events 

18 September 2010 

Sturgeon's Mill, Sebastopol, CA 

 

Five Corvettes and eight members departed the 

marina on Rt. 37 about 9:40 a.m. for a pleasant 

cruise up to Sebastopol.  We arrived at 10:35 where 

Barb and Ralph pulled in just after us. 

We joined a tour group that had just started and 

toured the site. There was a lot to see from the mill 

operation, machines, vehicles black smith demo, 

and historical photos and newspaper clippings.

 

 
After the tour we enjoyed a delecious BBQ. 

 

Cruise Night 
7 September 2010 

Wipeout Bar & Grill 

 

We meet at the theaters at Smith Ranch Road.  We 

had 7 Vettes and 14 members for a lovely cruise to 

Wipeout where Janet joined us for a fun meal and 

social time. 

 

Corvettes at the Castle 

25 September 2010 

 

This is due before show so I will update you next 

month.  Hope to see you there. 

 

October Social Events 
Autocross Weekend 

8-10 October 2010 

 

See Flyers in this newsletter 

 

B. R. Cohn Winery & Olive Oil Co. 

17 October 2010 

 

We will depart from the marina entrance at 10 a.m. 

and arrive at the winery about 10:30 a.m.  We will 

be there with classic cars.  Bring a picnic lunch as 

there is no food available on site.  We will be there 

for a couple of hours.  Should be interesting, hope 

to see you there.   

Cruise Night 

12 October 2010 

 

Details to follow - but reserve the date. 

 

Paul Schofield, Social Director 



vette views      2010 October     Vol. 43   Issue 10  Page 10 

 



vette views      2010 October      Vol. 43   Issue  10 Page 11 

 

Hop, skip and three 

jumps!  As I approached 

the scales on Hwy 37 

there was a Mustang 

already there.  Inside 

was Mike M. with his 

friend Jack driving.  

Funny looking Corvette.  

We were soon joined by 

Dan.  Ken and Little 

John were going to meet us at the Black Bear Diner in 

Napa.  But where was Ron W with his ZR1?  At 9:00 

a.m. we headed out to Napa. 

 

Ken was already there waiting for us when we arrived.  

Little John called on the phone as he was lost and 

needed help.  He joined us shortly and then there were 

six of us already eating when Ron showed up.  He 

overslept but was soon joining us with the food. 

 

After breakfast the seven of us headed out to our first 

stop, River Rock Casino, in Geyserville.  None of us 

really wanted to be there so we stayed long enough to 

enjoy a free soda and check the place out.  It is kind of 

strange when the parking structure is bigger (and 

better built) than the casino. 

 

Our next stop (thanks to Dan the Man) was a the Lake 

Sonoma Visitor Center and Fish Hatchery.  Here we 

learned about the lake and the 120,000 salmon and 

trout they grew and released each year into the 

Russian River.  We walked down to the holding pens 

where we could feed the fish.  They were mostly 

about four inches long.  It was a beautiful day and we 

saw a muscrat as an additional treat. 

 

Dan next took us to the Francis Ford Coppola 

Winery in Healdsburg (old Sovereign.)  They are 

undergoing remodeling of the exterior patio areas 

and getting ready to hold weddings and other 

functions outside.  Inside they have memorabilia 

from the movies he directed including a Tucker.   

 

Our last jump was to Danôs house where he and 

Corky graciously served us hot dogs and 

hamburgers.  We sat and talked about the cars and 

the clubs.  From there we went our separate ways. 

 

It was a long day covering some 160 miles (for me) 

on great roads with great cars. 

 

Rooster Brown 

Membership 

Directorôs 

Report 
 

Wecome Don Drummond 

as our newest club 

member.  

 

Don Drummond has two 

Corvettes; a 2002 Convertible and a brand new 

2010 Cyber Grey Grand Sport Convertible.  Don 

lives in San Rafael and his membership was 

approved at the last Eboard.  He is married (Page) 

and would like to autocross his Grand Sport. 

 

 

 
 

We all had a great time at the Pini Car Display held 

on the 5
th
 of September.  Les and Jane took photos 

and they are displayed on our website ï check them 

out! 

 

We ended up displaying twelve cars for the day and 

we had a lot of admirers as well as other Corvette 

owners.  Club support was not lacking either with 

members Tom, Mark & Nancy, David, and others 

stopping by. 

 

Hats off and a big thank you to John & Jane (2 

cars,) Ken & Marcy (2 cars,) Ron W., Mark, Ralph, 

Rich, Dennis, and a special thank you to Mike M. 

for filling out the C3 selection. 

 

We all had a great time with coffee and lunch being 

provided by Piniôs and a store coupon as well.  This 

was our 3
rd

 annual show and I hope it continues. 

 

Rooster Brown 
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NCM 

Chairman of the 

Board 

Buzz 

Marston 
 

Value in Club Membership to the NCM 

I know that NBCA has a neat looking brick at 

the NCM, have you considered club/business 

membership? 

The Museum publishes a bi-monthly magazine, 

Americaôs Sports Car, which reaches over 30,000 

members and has opportunities for event 

promotion.  Business/Club members of the Museum 

receive a FREE display ad in the magazine each 

year!  Regular business members receive a 1/8 page 

ad, and Lifetime business members receive a ¼ 

page ad.  These ad sizes may be upgraded at our 

special discounted business member rates.  We also 

offer a text-only calendar of events section in each 

issue.  These listings are only $25 and include your 

event name, date, location, phone and/or website 

and 80 character description.   

Business/Club Membership 
¶ Listing on the NCM Website  

¶ Plaque stating membership for your business 

to display  

¶ Free business card ad once each year in a 

single issue of America's Sports Car 

(upgradable)  

¶ Subscription to America's Sports Car  

¶ Publicity for your company  

¶ Six free passes to the museum*  

¶ Discount on facility rental 

 

Please apply at Member Services, or call 800-53-

VETTE to join us as a Business Member. 

Price: $250.00  
 

 

 

 

 

   
 

2011 AMERICAN LE MANS SERIES 

Once again we have a schedule change for the 

Monterey race, back to the 3
rd

 quarter of the year by 

popular demand, but a little earlier on September 

17
th
 with the Championship Race to be held during 

Petit Le Mans in Georgia.  The Baltimore Grand 

Prix will replace Utah in next years lineup as well.  

 

February 9-10, Sebring International Raceway ï 

Sebring, Fla. Winter Test (Wednesday-Thursday) 

March 19, Sebring International Raceway ï 

Sebring, Fla. (Saturday) 

April 16 , Long Beach Street Circuit ï Long Beach, 

Calif. (Saturday) 

July 3, Baltimore, MD (Sunday) 

July 9, Lime Rock Park ï Lakeville, Conn. 

(Saturday) 

July 31, Mosport International Raceway ï 

Bowmanville, Ontario (Sunday) 

August 6, Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course ï 

Lexington, Ohio (Saturday) 

August 21, Road America ï Elkhart Lake, Wis. 

(Sunday) 

September 3, TBA (Saturday) 

September 17, Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca ï 

Monterey, Calif. (Saturday) 

October 15, Road Atlanta ï Braselton, Ga. 

(Saturday) 

 

We are tentatively considering returning to Vison 

Quest Ranch in Salinas for the banquet, but want 

your thoughts too?  Should we look into hotels 

again in Monterey?  Let me know: buzz@wscc.ws  

 

On with the dance.. 

Buzz 

  

 

javascript:void(0)
http://services.corvettemuseum.com/PortalTools/login.cfm
mailto:buzz@wscc.ws
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2010 NBCA 

Social Calendar 
 

March Tin Lizzie Events 
10

th
 Monthly Mtg. Marin Power Squadron 

13
th
 Blackhawk Automobile Museum, Paul, Peter 

16
th
 Old Cranks, SS Red Oak Victory, Les 

18
th
 Classy Corvette Ladies, Marin Museum of the 

 American Indian, Carol Z. 

20
th
 Introduction to Autocrossing, Mike W. 

21
th
 Nord Fjord 54, Solano Community College 

24
th
 Eboard Mtg. 

 

April  
14

th
 Monthly Mtg. Marin Power Squadron 

11
th
 Disney Museum, Paul 

15
th
 Classy Corvette Ladies, Petaluma Museum, Carol 

18
th
 Nord Fjord 54, Solano Community College, Mike 

20
th
 Old Cranks, Black Bear Diner, Les 

22
nd

 Cruise Night, Flippers, Petaluma, Paul 

25
th
 Nord Fjord 55, Solano Community College 

27
th
 Eboard Mtg. 

 

May 
6-10

th
 WSCC Convention, Las Vegas 

12
th
 Monthly Mtg. Marin Power Squadron 

16
th
 Marin Sonoma Concours dôElegance 

18
th
 Old Cranks 

20
th
 Cruise Night 

21/22 ALMS Race, Laguna Seca 

22
nd

 Classic Car Exposition, Novato, CA 

26
th
 Eboard Mtg. 

 

June 
5

th
 Edôs Bday BBQ, Ed & Peri 

9
th
 Monthly Mtg. Marin Power Squadron 

15
th
 Old Cranks, Dan 

22
h
 Cruise Night 

23
th
 Eboard Mtg 

 

July 
4

th
  Parade, William Donnelly 

14
th
 Monthly Mtg. Marin Power Squadron 

18
th
 Nord Fjord 55, Solano Community College  

27
th
 Cruise Night 

28
th
 Eboard Mtg. 

31
st
 Wine Country Cruise 

 

August 
11

th
 Monthly Mtg. Marin Power Squadron 

13-14
th
 Nostalgia Days, Novato 

15
th
 Nord Fjord 56, Solano Community College 

17
th
 Old Cranks 

25
th
 Eboard Mtg. 

September 

7
th
  Cruise Night 

8
th
 Monthly Mtg. Marin Power Squadron 

18
th
 Sturgeonôs Mill, Sebastopol 

22
th
 Eboard Mtg. 

 

October 
2

nd
 Rip City Riders Car Show 

10
th
 Nord Fjord 57, Solano Community College 

10
th
  Sonoma Mountain Car Show 

12
th
 Cruise Night, Phyliss Giant Burgers 

13
th
 Monthly Mtg. Marin Power Squadron 

17
th
 BR Cohn Winery 

20
th
 Eboard Mtg. 

 

November 
7

th
 Vettes for Vets 

10
th
 Monthly Mtg. Marin Power Squadron 

 

December 
4th Xmas Tree Cutting Party & Eboard, Jane & John 

8
th
 Monthly Mtg. Marin Power Squadron 

18th Xmas Party, Indian Valley Golf Course 

24
th
 Run to Melôs Diner, San Francisco, Pedro 

 

 

 

 

October Bi r thdays 
H e l p  u s  ce l eb r a t e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

b i r t h d a ys 

 

Mark  Thorn 10 /2 

Crys ta l  Du l lea 10 /8 

John  R i t t l e r 10 /12 

Er i c  Larson 10 /18 

Ka the r ine  Smi th 10 /30 

Mark  Ma la r in  10 /31 
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My First 

Corvette 
 

Hooray for change! 

 

I have a newfound 

respect and even a 

little pride in my 

Corvette, which Iôve 

now owned for three 

years. The transition 

to this newfound state of mind happened on Labor 

Day 2010, just a couple of weeks ago.  I wonôt go 

into too much detail, because Iôm keeping it as a 

surprise this next meeting.  I will share with you a 

side story.  I called my wife, Crystal, to ask for a lift 

home.  The event would take sort of a long time.  I 

walked to a nearby hardware, where I told her I 

would wait for her arrival.  All seemed well as I 

approached the storefront, closed for Labor Day.  

But teeming around the store, at various nearby 

intersections, were a handful of day laborers 

awaiting work. 

The time I spent awaiting her arrival was absolutely 

excruciating.  I felt on display for the nearby day 

laborers, hanging out as they were.  I grabbed the 

two newspapers at the door of the hardware ï the 

Sunday and Monday papers.  The store is closed 

Sunday, and also closed Monday for Labor Day.  I 

scanned the headlines, careful to not dishevel the 

pages too much, reading a lead story or two.  Pretty 

soon that grew old, so I carefully placed the 

newspapers back in their rubber band state.  After 

pacing around the nearby area, and sensing what a 

mistake I made agreeing to meet there, she finally 

arrived.  As I expected, when she agreed to come, 

Crystal was still not dressed for the day.  In addition 

to the drive time, she needed to get dressed.  Lord, 

Lord. 

 

However, during the noon hour, things changed for 

the better.  We returned for my Corvette, and the 

newfound sense began to take hold.   

 

Pini Hardware Car Show 

Les Brown, hooray for Les Brown, asked whether 

Iôd like to show my car at the Pini event on Labor 

Day weekend.  This would be my second time 

showing My First Corvette at the Pini Hardware 

event.  Of course I agreed.  As the time for the show 

grew near, I made sure my car would look good.  I 

planned an improvement, but got bumped at the 

upholstery shop at the last minute.  Ock.  However, 

I learned a neat trick quite by accident at the most 

recent convention in Las Vegas.  In short, the 

underside of my hood, and that whole area, looked 

like it needed some help.  So I sprayed WD40 in the 

fender wells.  Armed with paper towels, I wiped the 

excess off, and the result proved so nice, that I 

continued the steps on other areas.  I stopped short 

of the entire underside at convention, but continued 

with determination as I prepared for Pini.  The 

result looks so good Iôm no longer embarrassed to 

raise my hood at shows.  I learned how to unplug 

my under hood lights at convention too, so now Iôm 

confident enough to show other Corvette owners 

where the lights unplug. 

 

The time I spent showing my car and representing 

the club at Pini will be a highlight of my summer.  

The Pini event received publicity in the IJ, and 

many other Corvette owners paid us a visit during 

the long day.  We had tri-folds and some 

newsletters to hand out, but they went rather 

quickly.  Pini provides two nice thank you items for 

showing our cars.  The first is a $10 store credit in 

the form of a card.  The second is a $20 value to 

spend at the nearby barbecue for lunch.  And of 

course, the time I get to spend with other Corvette 

owners from our club ï so worthwhile. 

 

Ode to a Tin Lizzy 

My 1992 Honda Civic LX, bought new in 

November of 1991, finally gave out its engine after 

more than 372,000 miles.  The diagnosis came 

down to a blown head gasket.  I immediately began 

to look at options, and in fact bought a 2008 Civic 

EX.  When that decision came, I also decided to put 

a new (imported from Japan) engine in the old 

Civic.  My engineers took care of everything from a 

new clutch to a new timing chain.  It took about a 

week to install, and when I picked it up it felt so 

good to have that new engine.  I toyed with the idea 

of keeping it; after all, Iôd owned it from the 

beginning, and as Tin Lizzys go, it must be credited 

as outstanding.  I even toyed with sneaking the car 

out to Autocross, and early on considered drag 

racing at Sears Point.  Yet it remained a valuable 

family car, able to seat five comfortably.  I had 

many memorable moments in that car, including 

taking it to find My First Corvette.  The large 

number of miles came from commuting to Walnut 
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Creek, where I used to work nights, Tuesday 

through Saturday.  I loved driving the Honda home, 

enjoying the wide lanes of Highway 24, through the 

tunnel and the transitions to the Richmond Bridge 

and home.   Fond memories. 

 

A friend talked me into selling the Civic.  I tried 

Craigslist, and received many calls.  Two came to 

give the car a drive.  The younger of the two 

thought the car seemed Frankensteinish, a reference 

to the many miles and new engine.  Trying a 

different approach, I bought two For Sale signs 

from a nearby hardware, and filled them out with 

complete descriptions of the new engine, cold AC 

and you can imagine.  Many things about the Civic 

were sorted out at this time.  The new engine did 

not have the valves adjusted, and you could hear it.  

My engineers took care of that.  And, the AC didnôt 

seem to blow cold enough.  My engineer checked 

the system for leaks and then added Freon to put the 

system in good order. 

 

 Well, in less than 24 hours with the signs in the 

windows, a family in Mill Valley agreed to buy the 

car for $2,500.  The sign in the window made all the 

difference.  Iôll always remember the last day of 

owning the car, when I received the envelope full of 

$100 bills, and I delivered the car to the husbandôs 

place of work, handing over the keys and walking 

home.  Now Iôm planning to spend more time with 

my Corvette. 

 

Happy Corvetting! 

Richard Dullea 

 

 

 
Ken and Marcy with their new family member and 

the ZR-1!  

1991 Corvette ZR-1 
by Ken Albers, Owner 

 
Specifications: 

 

Engine: LT5, 350 cu. in. V8.  All aluminum, double 

overhead cam, 4 valves per cylinder, 375 hp, 370 lb. ft 

torque. (this car has a computer chip and has been 

dynoed at 415 h.p. at the rear wheels) 

Transmission : ZF 6 spd  

Differential, 4.08:1 (stock = 3.45:1) 

 

The LT5 engine was designed by Lotus and built by 

MerCruiser Marine because of their expertise in casting 

and building aluminum engines.   

 

The Corvette ZR-1 was one of the fastest production 

cars in the world when it came out, but at a fraction of 

the cost of all the other exotics.  Even so, the ZR-1 was 

expensive.  The base price for this car new was $32,455.  

The ZR-1 package was $31,683, effectively doubling the 

price of the car.  Final sticker price on this car was 

$65,683, in 1991!  The biggest complaint from owners 

was that it didnôt look much different and so didnôt stand 

out.  It takes a trained eye to see the subtle differences 

between the ZR-1 and the standard Corvette.  Part of the 

reason for the expense was that all the body work from 

the rear of the front fenders back was different.  In order 

to cover up the huge 11ò wide ZR-1 rear wheels, the 

body was widened 3ò, starting in the middle of the door.  

This can readily be seen from the back where you will 

see a spacer between the license plate and the back up 

lights that is not there on the standard Corvette.  Also, 

the third brake light remained on top of the rear window, 

but when the standard Corvettes got the same tail lights 

(squared off instead of round) as the ZR-1 in 1991, their 

third brake light was put in the rear bumper.  There were 

a total of 6939 ZR-1ôs produced between 1990 and the 

end of the run in 1995.  This car is #106 out of 2044 

built in 1991. 

 

I chose to keep the personalized license plates that were 

on the car in honor and out of respect for my good 

friend, North Bay Corvette Member and original owner 

of this car who I bought it from.  Sometimes I think he 

wishes he still owned it, but he wonôt trade me his ô64 

Corvette. 

 

(Editorôs Note:  After the Pini Car Display, I asked Ken 

to put this article together for me on the ZR-1.  The car 

was previously owned by Neil (thus the license plate) 

and it is one of Kenôs favorite Corvettes.  Thank you 

Ken for writing this article.) 
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Detailing Tip of the Week!!   

 
THIS WEEKS TIP -  When Do I Clay?  
 

 
 

"How do I know when to clay my car?"  

 

Itôs a question asked a lot and while there is not an 

exact answer or formula that will tell you the 

precise interval when you should clay your car, 

there are some ways to tell if its needed or not, the 

easiest being known as the plastic bag test.  

 

You may be able to feel it with your bare hands if 

the paint has gone a long time without clay, but in 

some cases your hand doesn't have the tactile 

ability to feel the very fine contamination stuck to 

the finish. In these cases you can use a plastic 

sandwich bag... yes... a sandwich bag! It has to be 

experienced to be believed. 

¶ Pick a section on your car and run your 

fingers over it gently after washing with 

your bare hand... it may feel smooth... now 

feel that same area by placing your hand 

inside the bag and rubbing gently on that 

same area 

¶ You'll immediately notice that there is 

bumps and stuff there that you're hand 

couldn't feel before. The bag magnifies the 

defects on the surface to a point where you 

can feel them. 

¶ Now, taking your clay and lubricant gently 

clay the area you were just touching.  

¶ Come back to that same area with the bag 

and notice the dramatic difference in how 

smooth the paint is. Be sure to feel the 

surrounding areas to get an understanding 

of exactly how big a difference you've 

made! 

¶ Repeat the claybar process on the rest of car 

paying extra attention to horizontal surfaces 

like the hood and roof, as well as areas 

behind the wheels where road debris likes 

to stick.  

¶ Follow up with your favorite polish and 

wax, like Adam's Revive Polish and 

Buttery Wax, to keep it protected.  

Now you know... anytime you're not sure if you 

need to clay or not, bust out a plastic bag. Its a sure 

fire way to get a feel for whats REALLY stuck to 

your finish!  
 

 
Use the code SMOKIN  at checkout to save 10% off 
your next order at AdamsPolishes.com 

 

  

http://www.adamspolishes.com/
http://www.adamspolishes.com/p-36-adams-detailing-clay-bar.aspx
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Join Us after the Meeting for Refreshments 
After our meetings we go to a local restaurant where the club buys the liquid refreshments.  

This is voted on at our club meeting each month.  Currently we are going to Round Table Pizza, 

1565 S. Novato Blvd., Novato, CA  94947. 

 

 
Directions to Round Table Pizza from Meeting Place 

Take Hamilton Pkwy NW (.9 mile) to Nave Dr. 

Follow Nave Dr. Straight onto 101 N 

101 N to DeLong Ave. Exit 

Left onto DeLong Ave. (becomes Diablo Ave.) 

Left onto S. Novato Blvd. 

Right into shopping center at Fernandoôs on right 

(Corvettes enter at angle and watch for speed bumps.) 

Round Table Pizza on Right. 
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