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Guests are always welcome!  

North Bay Corvette Associa tion  

Meets on the 2
nd

 Wednesday of each month*at  

 

7:00 P.M.  

 

the location is  

Marin Power Squadron  

789 Hamilton Parkway  

Novato, CA 94949  
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NBCA 

Board Members 
2010 

 
PRESIDENT 
Heather Torres 
(707) 228-0320 
President@northbaycorvettes.com  
 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Mike Walter 
(707) 449-4702 
Vice-President@northbaycorvettes.com  
 

MEMBERSHIP 
DIRECTOR 
Karyn Kambur 
(415) 516-3221 
Membership@northbaycorvettes.com  
 

SECRETARY 
Richard Dullea 
(415) 381-5499 
Secretary@northbaycorvettes.com 
 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 
Dan Divita 
(707) 395-0153 
PublicRelations@northbaycorvettes.com 
 

TREASURER 
Michael Rebello 
(707) 648-2623 
Treasurer@northbaycorvettes.com  
 

DIRECTOR of 
PUBLICATIONS  
Les Brown 
(415) 298-9300 
Publications@northbaycorvettes.com 
 

SOCIAL DIRECTOR 
Paul Schofield 
(415) 892-7019 
SocialDirector@northbaycorvettes.com 
  

BOARD MEMBER 
AT LARGE 
Eric Larson 
(707) 935-0762 
HPRanch@interx.net 
MemberAtLarge@northbaycorvettes.com 
 

WEBMASTER 
Ron Whittemore 
(707) 823-0726 
Webmaster@northbaycorvettes.com  
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2010 

September 

Presidents 

Report 
 
 

Another month has come and gone, and itôs sad to 

see that we never really had a summer.  I hear there 

are a few more cruise nights left for the year.  

Another great auto cross, loved that it stretched the 

whole parking loté almost.  

Could see that people were having a lot of fun, 

thank you to everyone who came out and helped on 

Sunday, it was good to see so many North Bay 

members there.  

I hope that everyone decides to come out again for 

our last auto cross of the season in October.  I hear 

itôs going to be a lot of fun!  

We had three guests at our last meeting, and one of 

them even turned in an application, more info in 

following articles.  

Looking forward to the upcoming social at Sturgeon 

Mills in Sebastopol, I hear it should be a good day 

for a nice drive.    

Please also keep in mind of the Pini car show on 

September 5
th
.  If you need more info contact Les, 

but I am sure heôs already contacted some of you to 

bring your cars down already. I hope that we might 

also hear from Novato Chevy soon to do a car show 

for them as well, but time will tell.  

Congratulations to Ron Whittemore on acquiring 

the beautiful new Cyber Grey Corvette.  

While writing this article it comes to mind although 

I know you donôt want to hear ité  

There are only 4 month until Christmasé which 

also means that we need to start thinking about 

election for officersé not that it needs to happen 

this monthé but it will within the next fewé so 

please take a minute and think about either running 

for office, and or being on the election committeeé 

With that said we also have the member of the year 

to also be thinking about.   

Hope to see everyone at the September 8
th
 meeting.  

 

 

NBCA 
General Meeting Minutes 

11 August 2010 

 

President Heather Torres opened on the meeting 

on time at 7 p.m.  Heather then gave a special 

ñwelcome backò to Les Brown to ñhis West Coast 

family.ò  Heather then passed around a get well card 

for Mike Walter , whose recuperating from medical 

treatment. 

  

Web Site Director Ron Whittemore reported there 

were new features on our web site, including a 

special feature of new members and their car. Call 

up the web site for your perusal at 

www.northbaycorvettes.com   

  

Newsletter Director Les Brown. Les reported the 

August newsletter was published online, and asked 

whether all club members received them. Hard 

copies were available for those who canôt receive 

the newsletter online, and guests. Les also gave 

thanks to proofers for early proofreading of our 

newsletter. Les then mentioned there were three 

guests present. 

  

Social Director Paul Schofield introduced three 

guests at the meeting. 

 

Bruce Freidberg of Novato owns a 2005 blue 

Corvette convertible and expressed a desire to drive 

the Corvette more often. Bruce also aspires to 

acquire a C1. 

 

 Joe Dillon of Novato has two Corvettes ï a 1964 

Corvette convertible blue, and a 2003 Corvette 

convertible Anniversary Red. 

 

 Don Drummond of San Rafael has a 2000 

Corvette convertible that he loves, and now owns a 

2010 Grand Sport convertible. As a pilot, he loves 

learning about controls on planes and cars, and 

noticed the new Corvette has specific instructions 

for racing, including brake fluid maintenance and  

http://www.northbaycorvettes.com/
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Marin Power Squadron Building, Hamilton Field 
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(Mtg Minutes Conôt.) 

lube points. Don submitted his application at the night 

of the meeting. 

 

Paul then gave on overview of upcoming Corvette 

events: 

¶ This weekend (Aug. 13-14) is Novato 

Nostalgia Days. Register Friday followed by 

a social and dinner and a cruise.  

¶ Tuesday night, August 17th. Cruise Night. 

Details will come via email. 

¶ Tracy Glass Pack Car Show Aug. 21 (for 

non-car show people). $10 fee. Events, games, 

Aug. 21st, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

¶ Pacific Coast Air Museum, Wings over 

Marin . Aug 21-22. 

¶ Old Cranks, breakfast cruise. Leave scales at 

9:30 a.m. Visit Mike Walter at noon. Arrive 

home at 2 or 3 p.m. Old Cranks have a set day 

for outings, the third Tuesday. 

¶ Meeting Raffle. Paul described the items up 

for raffle, including three bottles of wine. 

 

Treasurer Mike Rebello reported our bank balance is 

in good shape, and the upcoming weekend Autocross 

will bolster the balance.  Mike also reported, with Neil 

Andersenôs help, that our club has purchased back-up 

timing equipment for Autocross, ñrefurbished with 

case.ò 

  

Sign up went around during the meeting for an outing 

to Sturgeon Mills, Saturday, Sept 18th.  Meet at 9:30 

a.m. Mill opens at 10 a.m. Arrive at Sturgeon Mills at 

about 10:30 a.m.  See a steam powered mill in 

operations. Nice Parking for Corvettes.  

  

Secretary Richard Dullea reported that meeting 

minutes were sent via email to the newsletter editor 

and published.  Eric Larson moved to accept the 

minutes; Neil Andersen second. Motion carried. 

  

Director of Public Relations Dan Divita said he 

previously reported sending notes to both Novato 

Chevrolet and Pini Hardware, saying that if either 

planned any events for the public that our Corvette 

club would be willing to participate.  Thus far, he 

received a response from Pini Hardware, who plan an 

event on Sunday, September 5th.  Watch for emails 

about details.  

  

Director of Publications Les Brown reported that the 

last Wednesday of the month, Aug. 25th is the 

deadline for all submissions to the September 

newsletter.  

Member at Large Eric Larson reported about recent 

work on the club trailer, including mounting a flag 

holder for our flag ceremony at Autocross.  

  

Neil Andersen reported needing help for Autocross at 

5 p.m. Friday and 7:30 a.m. Saturday.  Workers are 

needed before, during and after the two-day event. 

Contact Neil for further information, at 

milkmoose@aol.com 

 

Steve Jackson extended a special thank you to Mark 

and Nancy Malarin for helping with sweeping before 

the most recent autocross.  Way to go!  At this time, 

Neil Andersen explained autocross details to the three 

guests in attendance.  Les and Steve also added to the 

discussion. 

 

President Heather Torres explained WSCC bylaw 

changes that were adopted by our club at the 

Executive Board meeting.  The changes included 

details about: 

¶ Establishing a trademark for the WSCC logo. 

¶ Family Membership (when teens become 

drivers). 

¶ Dual Membership (in more than one club). 

¶ What happens when DMV revokes driving 

privilege?  

 

For further information, contact the WSCC operatives 

that belong to our club ï Dan Divita and Pam and 

Mike Walt er. 

 

 

New business: 

 
Neil Andersen motions to buy libations at pizza 

parlor after meeting.  Bill Donnelly second. 

Approved. 

  

Les Brown reported that his previous Corvette, the 

ñGrey Ghost,ò has been purchased from Novato 

Chevrolet.  Les invited the new owner to attend our 

club meeting, but the ñGray Ghostò owner did not 

appear. 

  

Jane Rittler moved to adjourn. Eric Larson second. 

Unanimous. 

 

 

Submitted by 

Club Secretary 

Richard Dullea 

 

mailto:milkmoose@aol.com
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5 September 2010 

Pini Hardwareôs 

Annual Sale 
&  

Corvette Display 
(Corvettes on display 

from 9 am to 3 pm) 

 

Corvettes on Display: 

C1 First Generation 1953 to 1962 

1957   Roadster 283/ 245 HP (dual quad) Polo White w/ Silver Cove, Red Int. 

C2 Sting Ray (Mid-year) 1963 to 1967 

1967   Coupe,  427/435 HP Tri-Power Tuxedo Black w/ Black Int. 

1965   Convertible 350/300 HP Rally Red, Red Int. 

C3 Stingray 1968 to 1982 

1982   Coupe, Coll. Ed. 350/200 HP   Special Paint (Silver Beige) and Decals 

C4 Fourth Generation 1984 to 1996 

1986   Coupe L98 Tuned Port Injection White, Red & Black Int. 

1991   Coupe, ZR1 LT-5/415 HP Black w/ Grey Racing Stripe, Grey Int. 

C5 Fifth Generation 1997 to 2004 

2000   Convertible LS-6/500 HP (Modified) Torch Red, Black Int. 

2002   Convertible LS-1/300 HP Speedway White, Red Int. 

C6 Sixth Generation 2005 to 2011 (???) 

2010   ZR1 LS-9/ 638 HP, Cyber Grey, Platinum Interior 

2010   Grand Sport LS-3 / 436 HP Jetstream Blue w/ Silver Stripe, Ebony Int. 

2007   Convertible, Indy 500 Pace Car, LS-2 / 400 HP, Special Paint Ext. & Int. 
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September 

Social 

Director's 

Report 
 

 

Raffles 
We raised a gross of $84.00 for charity on the raffle  

Thanks to all those who donated gifts, and to all 

who bought tickets.  

August Social Events 

Nostalgia Days - Novato 

13-14 August 2010 

 

 
Friday the 13th was pre-registration, dinner, and 

cruise down Redwood Blvd and Grant Ave. 

Saturday Car Show had over 300 entrants, music 

and parade. The above neat truck was near my 

entry. There were about 8 Corvettes entered. I had a 

lot of fun and met interesting people.

 

NBCA Autocross 

14-15 August 

2010 

 

Clear skies and 

cool weather 

welcomed 61 

participants for a 

Good long 

challenging 

course.  Times were in the 50-60 second range.  

Good job to all that helped put it on. 

 

Cruise Night 

17 August 2010 

BJ's Restaurant and Brewhouse 

 

We had 5 Vettes meet at Smith Ranch Road (Paul & 

Judy, Janet, Dan & Corky, Joe, and Larry.)  We  

cruised down San Pedro Road past China Camp 

then up 101 to BJ's Restaurant and Brewhouse 

where two additional Vettes met us (Geoffrey & 

Katherine, and Richard.)  Good food and great 

company! 

 

 

September Social Events 
 

Sturgeon's Mill, Sebastopol 

18 September 2010 

 

This is the restoration of a 100 year old steam 

powered saw mill. The docents will explain the 

history and show us the operation. There is a lunch 

available on site. We will meet at the Marina 

entrance on Rt 37 at 9:30am, caravan to the site, 

arriving by 10:30 a.m.  There is no cost, although 

donations will be accepted. 

 

Cruise Night 

7 September 2010 

Wipeout Bar & Grill, Greenbrae 

 

We will meet at the theaters at 280 Smith Ranch 

Road at 6:30pm and cruise to the Bon Air Center to 

eat at 7:30pm. There will be "Corvette Parking" for 

us. We were there in May and had a good time. 

Tuesday nights have $2.50/pint beer specials. hope 

to see you there! 

 

Paul Schofield, Social Director 
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Three Old Cranks took 

in a movie this month 

because two of them 

were too sick to do 

anything else!  Les, Neil 

and Dan (the healthy 

one) went to see ñThe 

Expendablesò at a 

nearby theater. 

 

One of the Cranks was recovering from surgery and 

we decided to go to Hwy 29 Café in his honor and 

then visit him afterwards.  Skip, Neil and Les enjoyed 

a huge breakfast and then headed to Vacaville.  There 

we found Mike in great spirits and sorry he missed the 

breakfast.  We wish Mike a speedy recovery. 

 

 

The Buck 

is Passed 

 
One of the natural 

developments of 

the auto-cross 

world is a sense of 

competition, 

which often evolves into a personal rivalry between 

drivers.  For instance, a group of drivers from Santa 

Clara Corvettes, all men, have a competition where 

the slowest driver among them at each event must 

wear a pink hat at future events until someone else 

gets the honor.  (No offense, ladies, itôs a guy 

thing.) 

 

Everyone wants to beat the other person, but within 

our own club, one such battle has reached the point 

where real money is on the line.  Bill Cox, owner of 

his beautiful blue C-5 ZO-6, and Dan Divita, who 

has a C-6 Coupe have been battling for the last few 

years.  While they are two different models, because 

of their carôs horsepower, they are in the same auto-

cross class. 

 

At our most recent event, Bill was forced to present 

Dan with the payoff, as Dan scored the faster time.  

A photo was taken to record the proud moment, as a 

crowd looked on. 

 

Now Danôs motto is:  ñDonôt pass the buck.ò 

 

(Side note:  The reason the picture was taken, is that 

this is the first time Dan has collected from Bill.  

Danôs down about 10 bucks overall.) 
 

Submitted by Dan Divita 

 

 

Skip Zeller 

Passes at 66 
 

It all started on 

Wednesday, 25 August 

2010.  None of us could 

believe the news.  Skip 

had died early that 

morning at 66 years old.  

Julie gave me this 

message to pass on to 

our members. 

 

ñI regret to inform the NBCA family that the Zeller 

family has suffered a tremendous loss today. 

 Sanford Saul ñSkipò Zeller passed away on 25 

August 2010 in the morning.  He was found on the 

street next to his beloved C6 Corvette.  A nearby 

witness called 911, however, upon arrival at Novato 

Community hospital he didnôt respond to life saving 

efforts and was pronounced dead due to cardiac 

arrest.  Information about the memorial service will 

be forthcoming.  In lieu of flowers please make 

donations to either the American Heart Association 

and or the SPCA in his name.   

 

Sincerely, Julie Zeller on behalf of the Zeller 

Family.ò 

 

A Memorial Service was held for Skip in Corte 

Madera with a reception following at their home.  

NBCA was well represented as Skip, Carol, Jeff and 

Julie are all part of our family.  The service began 

with a slide and sound presentation put together by 

Julie on her Fatherôs life; it was extremely well 

done with great pictures taken throughout Skipôs 

life.  A Rabi presided over the service and he too 

made a moving presentation that ended with a 

traditional Jewish prayer.   

 

At their home Jeff made a toast to his Dad and 

encouraged others to tell stories about his life.  It 

was very moving.  Carol, Jeff and Julie ï never 

forget that you are part of our family.  Please, 
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please, please let us know if we can help you in any 

way and we all hope that you will stay with our 

family. 

 

The Zeller Family has given me permission to 

reprint a short biography of Skipôs life. 

 

In Loving Memory  
 

ñSanford ñSkipò Saul Zeller was born in Buffalo, 

NY on December 26, 1943, to Abe and Victoria 

Zeller.  He was the ñbaby brotherò to his elder sister 

and brother. 

 

In his youth Skip discovered rocketry, and was 

hooked.  He created his own model rockets from 

household and automotive parts complete with solid 

fuel rocket engines.  His relatives fondly share 

memories of his early exploits (and explosions) in 

rocket design. 

 

His childhood family vacations consisted, in part, of 

cross country adventures while towing travel trailers 

with ill -suited vehicles on two-lane highways and 

he loved every minute of it.  It was on one of these 

trips that he fell in love with the bay area. 

 

Skip always held high regard for higher education.  

At an early age he started his life-long aptitude for 

spelling by winning multiple spelling bees.  Upon 

completion of his study of aerospace and 

mechanical engineering at Princeton University in 

1965 (Magna cum laude), he enrolled at Purdue 

University where he earned a masters degree in 

Mechanical Engineering. 

 

It is only after these academic accomplishments 

were under his belt that he went on to some exciting 

career highlights which included:  designing rocket 

nozzles for Lockheed Martin, training the US Navy 

Seals to use GEôs re-breather scuba diving system 

and living in a hyper-baric chamber for three weeks 

to weld a bridge to its foundation at 1,000 feet 

below the surface while hard-hat diving. 

 

Fifty-six days after meeting her, he married the love 

of his life, Carol Russell Baxter on December 22, 

1972.  She and he established their family first in 

Greenbrae, Ca and finally settling into their familyôs 

long-time home in Corte Madera.  Together they 

raised two children, Jeff and Julie, and saw them 

through their higher education.  Jeff married Laura 

four years ago and blessed the family with two 

grandchildren; Wyatt and Logan, whom they 

enjoyed spending time with. 

 

Less than a year after his marriage he began work as 

the Mechanical Engineer for the Port of San 

Francisco.  Skip was recognized by the Mayor of 

San Francisco, Willie Brown, as a living legend for 

his knowledge of San Franciscoôs waterfront and 

history.  He retired in 2006 after 33 years of 

working for the Port of San Francisco. 

 

Skip had great passion for enjoying life.  He was a 

life-long motorcycle enthusiast owning at least ten 

different motorcycles.  One of which he rebuilt 

from parts and another he rebuilt with his son. 

 

Shortly after purchasing his second Corvette (his 

first was a 1965 Stingray) he became an active 

member of the North Bay Corvette Association, 

often attending social events and races in one of his 

multiple Corvetteôs (1996 or 2005.)  Having always 

enjoyed being in and around water, it is no surprise 

that one of his favorite retired-life pastimes 

included putting around lakes in his boat with his 

family. 

 

He is loved and will be immensely missed as a 

loving Husband, Father, Grandfather, Brother and 

dear Friend.ò 

 
 

Membership 

Directorôs 

Report 
We had three guests at 

our August meeting and 

one of them has 

submitted an application 

for membership. 

 

Our guests were Brrce Freidberg who owns a 2005 

LeMans Blue Convertible; Joe Dillon who owns 

two Corvettes: a 1964 Daytona Blue Convertible 

and a 2003 Corvette Anniversary Edition 

Convertible in Anniversary Red.  Both Bruce and 

Joe live in Novato. 
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Don Drummond also has two Corvettes; a 2002 

Convertible and a brand new 2010 Cyber grey 

Grand Sport Convertible.  Don lives in San Rafael 

and has submitted his application for membership.  

He is married (Page) and would like to autocross his 

Grand Sport. 

 

 

For Sale 

1996 C4 - Corvette Coupe 
LT1, automatic, power seats, solid color roof, and 

bronze see-through roof that needs refurbishing. 

 

Polo II Green Metallic, light beige interior, lots of 

complements over the years on the color.  Shown in 

many WSCC Type 1 car shows, typically 1
st
/2

nd
. in 

class.  Runs great, needs air conditioning work. 

133,000 mi.  Asking $10,000., make offer. Al, (415) 

884-9648, alcaldwell@earthlink.net 

 

 

A New 

ZR1 in 

the 

Club!  
 

Hi Guys: 

 

Well it finally got here 8/18, the day after my BDay, 

but welcome for sure.  I got the same driver that 

brought my white C4 out 7 years ago.  You will see 

him in the picture showing me basic how to start, 

parking brake, shift and that weird start button.  He 

also said I traveled in good company coming out 

here. He delivered a 31 million vintage racing 

Ferrari and a 7 million Penske pace car Vette to 

Colorado before he got here.  Kinda feel like a 

chumper now HA! This car is a WHOLE different 

world from my C4s!!    

 

As I'm writing I have taken the new baby from 4 

miles wayyyy up to 125 miles.  Les says he will 

help me Saturday to get another 100 or so. Need to 

get to 500, first oil change, on to 1,000 so I can 

REALLY scare the crap out of myself.  Don't worry 

I have a small pack of depends in the back 

 

THANKS again for the help (you know who you 

are) and encouragement.  Gotta go; think I'll go do 

another 25 miles.   

 

Ron W 

 

 

 

 

mailto:alcaldwell@earthlink.net
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NCM Chairman 

of the 

Board 

Buzz 

Marston 
 

Straight from an upcoming issue of the NCM 

Amerciaôs Sports Car Magazine 

Greetings all,  

Here we are with Labor Day and the 16
th
 annual 

NCM Anniversary event coming up real soon.  

Hope you will join us for this yearôs great event and 

donôt forget this is your chance to attend the annual 

open membership Board meeting to let us hear from 

you.  Also, please see the spotlight on the Board 

members that the ASC is featuring starting this 

issue.  

This year and last, we have had an event out in 

California that I have represented the NCM at that I 

want to focus a bit on.  This is an HPDE event and 

this year it was to benefit the NCM Motorsports 

Park project.  The event was co-hosted by Hooked 

on Driving, the Western States Corvette Council 

with support from the NCM and included a Mystery 

Drive/Tour and two days on the track.  These events 

have really turned into a great promotion for the 

Museum, it puts us in the limelight as not only an 

Auto Museum that shows cars and holds on to 

historical data, but a very active, ñget out and learn 

to drive your Corvette as it should beò, driver 

educational organization.   

 

The event that Roc Linkov does at VIR and the one 

I have helped at for the last two years at Thunderhill 

brings out a passion to Corvette owners that will 

last for ñmiles of smilesò, like Bob Bard of N. 

California with a note he sent us entitled:  

 

Musings of an immature 71-year-old 

 

ñI can't tell you how much I enjoyed yesterday's 

event.  I had a great time meeting people at the park 

in Colusa, where we stopped before and after our 

trip around Sutter Buttes, the world's smallest 

mountain range.  But the absolute highlight of the 

trip was the three laps around the Thunderhill 

Raceway, about 10 miles west of Willows.  I've 

never even seen an automobile racetrack before. 

 Something snapped as soon as I got on that track 

with my Corvette.  It's a good thing Marian didn't 

come along on this one.  I can't imagine what sort 

of dialog would have ensued in the passenger 

compartment of my car, had she been there.  Wow! 

 Did I ever have a good time.  It's fortunate that 

there were cars in front of me with more sense than 

I had; they kept my speed in check and prevented 

my wiping out numerous times.  Even so, I'd never 

heard my tires whine on turns before.  They 

screamed so loud on one turn that it would have 

scared me if I'd been in my right mind.  I've never 

had an adrenaline rush like that before, not even 

skiing as fast as I could go (on a hill with no one in 

front of me...ususally.)  I am a hazard.  The only 

other time I've pushed the envelope was when I used 

to commute up the snowy, slushy road to teach 

skiing on Mt. Hood when I was a young, immature 

male in his 20's. My note here was engendered by 

the experience of suddenly and unexpectedly finding 

myself the master of an extremely responsive 

vehicle on an automobile racetrack, Wednesday.  A 

lifetime of pent-up frustrations resulting from 

countless miles behind the wheel of an automobile 

was released and exploded from every pore of my 

body when I got out on that marvelous track.  I feel 

like I've lost my virginity.  

Thanks for alerting me to what turned out to be the 

time of my life. 

 ~ Bobò 

 

This was just the Mystery Drive and parade laps 

around Thunderhill Raceway Park, imagine him on 

the next two days of track education! This is the 

passion that we want to portray for the NCM 

Motorsports Parké. But we need your help in 

making the NCM Motorsports Park a reality.   

See you all soon, ñmiles of smiles..ò 

Buzz Marston, Chairman 

Board of Directors ï National Corvette Museum 

email: buzz.marston@motorsportwest.net  

 

mailto:buzz.marston@motorsportwest.net
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