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Guests are always welcome!  

North Bay Corvette Association  

Meets on the 2
nd

 Wednesday of each month*at  

 

7:00 P.M.  

 

the location is  

Marin Power Squadron  

789 Hamilton Parkway  

Novato, CA 94949  
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w w w . no r t hba y c o r v e t t e s . c om  

 
NBCA 

Board Members 
2011 

 
PRESIDENT 
Eric Larson 
(707) 935-0762 
HPRanch@interx.net 
President@northbaycorvettes.com  
 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Steve Jackson 
(415) 419-4966 
Vice-President@northbaycorvettes.com  
 

MEMBERSHIP 
DIRECTOR 
Karyn Kambur 
(415) 516-3221 
Membership@northbaycorvettes.com  
 

SECRETARY 
Peri Hogya 
(707)763-9695 
(707) 332-9458 cell 
Secretary@northbaycorvettes.com 
 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 
J.J. Iacoviello 
(707) 363-1037 
(PublicRelations@northbaycorvettes.com 
 

TREASURER 
Michael Rebello 
(707) 648-2623 
Treasurer@northbaycorvettes.com  
 

DIRECTOR of 
PUBLICATIONS  
Les Brown 
(415) 298-9300 
Publications@northbaycorvettes.com 
 

SOCIAL DIRECTOR 
Paul Schofield 
(415) 892-7019 
SocialDirector@northbaycorvettes.com 
  

BOARD MEMBER 
AT LARGE 
Heather Torres 
(707) 228-0320 
MemberAtLarge@northbaycorvettes.com 
 

WEBMASTER 
Ron Whittemore 
(707) 823-0726 
Webmaster@northbaycorvettes.com  
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2011 

January 

Presidents 

Report 
 
  Happy New Years 

to all, hope your 

Holiday Season has 

been a good one.  I 

had not planned on 

being President again 

so soon, but I could not bear to see the Pres. and 

V.P. go into a 3
rd

 term.  As I had sent out a email 

prior to elections expressing my frustration, I got 

little response, but I do praise Peri Hogya for 

stepping up to the Secretary position, thank you.  

Our only 3
rd

 term officer is Karyn Kamber as 

Membership, whom has done a good job, and thank 

you for continuing with us.  A big thanks to Heather 

for keeping our club on track for the last two years, 

following in my footsteps, she stepped up and did a 

great job.  Holding an office is something all 

members can do for their club, really! You just 

learn the duties and execute those tasks and if you 

find them to be too much, there are always others to 

help, just ask.  There are leaders and followers, but I 

think the followers are just afraid to ask for help or 

delegate certain duties.  As President, I run the 

meetings and make sure the other duties are 

completed, and if they are not, we find a way to get 

them done.  I really do not plan on being President 

for more than one term, and will encourage the rest 

of you to fill our shoes.  We have a great 

membership and I thank you to make the officers 

jobs easy. 

 

For 2011, we have some socials in place, including 

keeping the ñcruise nightsò alive, which was 

introduced by Les Brown, and itôs a great drive and 

dine event, which most can attend.  We also have a 

couple overnighters and several Auto Xôs planned 

which executes great driving skills, fun, 

camaraderie, and is a good source of revenue for 

our club as well.  The WSCC Convention is being 

planned in Minden, NV, hosted by Discovery Bay 

Corvettes, whom have hosted conventions before 

and have done a outstanding job.  They truly 

understand about how to keep the participants 

together, which makes for a fantastic Corvette get 

away, so please mark your calendar for convention 

2011! 

 

   As some of you know, I am close with some of 

the members of High Sierra Corvettes (some ex 

Northbay members), which have some great socials 

planned for 2011, and I would like to have some 

dual club socials, and believe they will be a lot of 

fun.   

 

 So get involved, get your cars ready, and we are 

going to have good times in 2011! 

 

Eric 

 

 

NBCA 

General Meeting 

Minutes 

8 December 2010 
 

Pres Heather Torres opened the meeting 5 minutes 

late (awaiting a quorum) at 7:05 p.m. 

 

Membership Director Karyn Kambur  ï Nine 

club members have yet to renew for 2011.  With 

those nine renewals, Karyn said we would have 100 

percent renewal.  Karyn announced the names out 

loud, and club members gave feedback on their 

statuses if available. 

 

Secretary Richard Dullea ï The minutes were 

published in the December newsletter.  Neil 

Andersen moved to accept them as published, Pam 

Walter second.  Unanimous. 

 

Publications Director Les Brown ï The next 

newsletter deadline is Wednesday, Dec. 22.  There 

was mention of an error in the birthdays in the 

December newsletter.  Les will follow up. 

 

Public Relations Director Dan Divita ï Dan made 

a motion for the club to buy a cake for each of our 

sponsors for their support during 2010.  Neil 

seconded the motion.  Unanimous vote.  Neil and 

Dan will take care of procuring the cakes and taking 

care of deliveries.  Our sponsors receiving cakes are 

Pini Hardware and Novato Chevrolet.  
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Eric Larson - President 

Steve Jackson ï Vice President 

 

Karyn Kambur ï Membership 

 

 

 

Peri Hogya - Secretary 

J.J. Iacoviello ï Public Relations 

 

Michael Rebello - Treasurer 

  

 

 

Les Brown ï Publications 

Paul Schofield - Social 

 

Heather Torres ï Board Member 

at Large 
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Member At Large Eric Larson ï Eric gave a big 

thank you to all club members who attended his 

birthday party making it such a happy event.  Eric 

also distributed leftovers of personal belongings 

including coats.  

 

Treasurer Mike Rebello ï Mike reported a good 

balance in our reserves, and explained that there 

would be some expenses this holiday season. 

 

Social Director Paul Scholfield ï Paul gave a 

quick summary of December activities, including an 

Open House at Ken and Marciôs home on Dec. 12th 

in Vacaville; Christmas Dinner at Indian Valley 

Country Club in Novato on Dec. 18
th
, and the Dec. 

24
th
 early morning 7 a.m. run from Goodmanôs 

Lumber in Mill Valley to Melôs Drive In on 

Lombard in San Francisco.  Discussion centered on 

whether the adjacent parking lot at Melôs was still 

part of the restaurantôs operation.  There is plenty of 

street parking nearby the restaurant.   

 

Paul then addressed January plans, and asked Dan 

Divita to address the planned White Elephant Party 

Saturday, Jan. 15
th
, at his home in Healdsburg.  Dan 

reported one change in the plan for the White 

Elephant ï instead of ordering pizzas as in years 

past, this year Dan and Corky will be serving 

Lasagna in two flavors ï normal and vegetarian.  

The Christmas holiday will be wound down by Jan. 

15h; attend the White Elephant to continue giving in 

the spirit.  Plan your gift exchange carefully! The 

next big event in January will be the WSCC Awards 

Banquet on Jan. 22
nd

.  Watch emails and read this 

newsletter carefully for full details. 

 

Paul then addressed February plans, which will 

begin on Sunday, Feb. 6
th
, for the Super Bowl Party 

at Bill Donnellyôs home in Sonoma.  Bill  has been 

gracious in offering the use of his home for the 

Super Bowl party and for hosting a monthly Poker 

Night as well. 

 

Classy Ladies: No input received. 

 

Old Cranks.  Les Brown described the upcoming 

Tuesday outing to Sardine Can in Vallejo for 

breakfast, followed by a visit to Harbor Freight 

Salvage in Vallejo for shopping.  Meet at 9:30 a.m. 

at the Scales on Highway 37 in Sonoma. 

 

Vice President Mike Walter reviewed Autocross 

dates for 2011.  Mike also reported that sister club 

Vaca Valley members may charge $10 at the first 

Autocross due to an increase in pricing at the 

Solano County Community College.  The Saturday 

of the first Autocross weekend will be devoted to 

beginners.  Les Brown moved to back the $10 fee; 

Ken Albers second.  Unanimous.  

 

Mike  cautioned club members to RSVP as soon as 

possible to attend the Awards Banquet, to give 

plenty of lead time to the new WSCC Secretary. 

 

President Heather Torres ï Passed around 

homemade cookies.  The cookies were delicious 

and also shared at the pizza parlor after the meeting.  

Thank you Heather. 

 

Old Business: The dates for the 2010 WSCC 

Convention are confirmed, Sunday through 

Wednesday, July 17-20, in Nevada.  Mark your 

calendars and watch for updates. 

 

New Business: Social Director Paul Scholfield 

announced an opportunity to have social event in 

2011 going to the Travis Air Force Base Air 

Museum.  Paul described visiting the museum in a 

huge air hangar, and the numerous displays there.  

He asked for a show of hands of all who might be 

interested in visiting the Air Force Base.  A number 

of club members raised their hands.  Thereôs a 

tentative date of Sunday, March 13
th
.  Paul 

described the security of the base, and the protocol 

for our club to visit.  He said it would involve 

plenty of lead time for security.  Mark your 

calendars and watch for details. 

 

Public Relations Director Dan Divita put forth a 

plan to buy each of our sponsors a cake as a thank-

you gift for their sponsorships.  The cost was 

estimated at $200, including some candy.  Dan 

made a motion to approve $200; Bill Donnelly 

second.  Unanimous. 

 

Dan then brought up the clubôs annual ñGive Back 

to the Communityò holiday program.  He suggested 

giving to as many as four charities, dividing $2,000.  

John Rittler made a motion to donate Hannah Boys 

Center and Matrix, two charities that received 

donations in the past.  Ideas came forth for other 

charities.  Secretary Richard Dullea suggested the 

Southern Marin Hot Lunch Coalition, and described  

(Mintues Continued on Page 13) 
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December 

Social 

Director's 

Report 
 

Raffles 

 
We raised a gross of $44.00 for charity on the raffle. 

This year we have raised over $700 for charity.  

Thanks to all those who donated gifts, and to all 

who bought tickets. NBCA has voted to contribute 

more so that we can donate $500 each to Matrix, 

Hanna's Boys Center, Hot Lunch Center, and 

Novato Elders. Thank you for making this possible. 

 

 

December Social Events 

Christmas Tree Cutting Party 
4 December 2010 

 

This was a fun event. I was having so much fun that 

I forgot to take pictures.  Thanks to Jane and John. 

Christmas Dinner Party 

18 December 2010 

 

Our 2010 Christmas Party/Dinner was at Indian 

Valley Golf Course.  There was a thirsty group at 

the bar.  It was also a delight to see Carol and Julie 

back with us.  Les was voted member of the year 

and received two beautiful gifts; an engraved glass 

paper weight and key chain. 

Run to Mel's Diner 

24 December 2010 

 

Sandy & Doug reported that there were seven 

Corvettes attending the run into Melôs Diner on 

Lombard Street the morning before Christmas.  Our 

club accompanied the Marin Coupe and Roaster 

Club on this annual event. 

 

 

January Social Events 
 

NBCA White Elephant Party 

15 January 2011 

 

Corky and Dan will host this again. G ood fun see 

you there.  (Look for flyer for details.) 

WSCC Awards Party 

22 January 2011 

 

See reservation form in this newsletter. 

 

Some dates to mark on your calendar for next year: 

 Monterey Coast Cruise Apr 29-May 1 

 Grants Pass Vette Weekend July 8-10 

 WSCC Convention  July 17-2 

 

Paul Schofield, Social Director 
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Julie and Carol Zeller 

 

 

 
What a cake! 

Neil with out going President Heather

 

Heather did a great job organizing and hosting our 

Christmas Party.  It was a wonderful event.  And what a 

cake, Lynn! 

 

Les displaying his Member of the Year award 
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News from the National Corvette Museumôs  
NCM-ENEWS, 23 December 2010 

 

Farewell to Five NCM Board Members 

At the December NCM 
Board Meeting we had 
five dedicated board 
members rotate off the 
board:  
Bill Weir of Floydada, 
TX 
Dennis Smith of 
Bowling Green, KY 
Jimmy Goodnight of 
Bowling Green, KY 
Richard Yanko of 
Bowling Green, KY 
Tom Ferrara of Pound Ridge, NY  

Each of the outgoing board members was 
presented with a framed chenille NCM logo 
and engraved nameplate.  

Replacing the outgoing board members are: 
Richard Anderson of West Dundee, IL 
Hal Bellamy, Middlebury, IN 
Leslie Gardner of Redondo Beach, CA 
Andy Guinn of Lake Charles, LA 
Greg Mauzy of Midland, TX  

 

Schram Auto Parts and Reed Schram 
Donate 
Historical 
Documents 

If you've seen 
the new A&E 
show Storage 
Wars, you know that the bidders don't always 
know if what they are buying will be trash or 
treasure. For Reed Schram and Schram Auto 
Parts in Waterford, MI a recent purchase of an 
old crate of parts resulted in some historical 
documents. The crate contained remnants of 
the Corvette Indy Prototype project- including 
two photo albums documenting the build and 
every part included in the build, a complete 
parts list of every part that they used, all of the 

engineeering drawings of the vehicle and 
custom parts, promotional photos of the car 
and more.  
Reed and his Auto Parts company decided that 
these items would best be preserved at the 
National Corvette Museum and donated them 
to us where they are now a part of our Library 
and Archives. Thanks, Reed! 

 

 Lots of 
Raffles to 
Choose 
From 

Your next 
chance to win 
a Corvette is 
Thursday, 
January 6, 2011 at 2pm CT when we draw a 
winner for our 2011 Black Grand Sport Coupe 
6-speed! The car features ebony leather seats, 
transparent removable roof panel, 6-speed 
manual transmission, 3LT package and much 
more. Tickets are $250 and the raffle is limited 
to 500 tickets. Get your tickets today online at: 
corvettemuseum.org/raffle or call 800-538-
3883. 
Other raffles to watch for: 
2011 Supersonic Blue Z06 Carbon Edition - 
Jan. 13 (1,000 tickets available, $300 each) 
2011 Torch Red Coupe - Jan. 20 (unlimited 
tickets, $10 each) 
2011 Build Your Own Z06 or GS- Jan. 27 (500 
tickets, $400 each) 
2011 Black Camaro SS/RS with 3-Day HPD 
School- Feb. 17 (unlimited tickets, $10 each) 
2011 Build Your Own GS - Feb. 24 (1,994 
tickets, $100 each) 
2011 Build Your Own ZR1- Mar. 17 (638 
tickets, $500 each) 

Thank You!  
I would to thank all of you who contributed to vette 

views this past year.  Without your help and support 

our newsletter wouldnôt be what it is.  I would like 

to especially thank those who took a moment or two 

to write an article or supply me with ñthe factsò so I 

could write it for them. 

  Les Brown, Director of Publications  

http://www.corvettemuseum.org/raffle
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How to Increase Your Fuel Mileage 

without Getting Dirty  

There are a variety of ways to save on fuel consumption but there are 

five that will work no matter what kind of vehicle you have. So 

whether you have a V-8 or a four banger the following will help you 

cut your fuel costs: 

 

1. Stop Racing for the Checkers: When you are on your daily 

commute try slowing down just a bit. Unless you are running a 

race, there is no need to drive aggressively. Driving 

aggressively is not only going to lead to rapid acceleration as 

well as heavy braking which kills your miles per gallon 

average, but it will also put you and others at a greater risk of 

an accident. Driving like a maniac can cost you up to five 

percent of your fuel economy around town and up to a 

monster 33 percent on the highway. Moral of the story; ease 

up just a bit. 

2. Shed the Junk in Your Trunk: Want to get paid to clean out 

your car? If you have 100 pounds or more worth of junk in 

your trunk you are costing yourself about two percent in fuel 

efficiency. By clearing out the clutter, you will be instantly 

increasing your fuel economy so in essence you will be paying 

yourself to clean up your car just a bit. 

3. Donôt Sit Idle: When your car is stopped and idling you are 

achieving exactly zero miles per gallon. Many of you will run 

into this problem when commuting to work in the morning. 

Instead of leaving when it is rush hour, try to leave about a 

half hour earlier. If you donôt want to get to work that early, or 

just like your sleep, try taking an alternate route that is perhaps 

more rural. While the miles may be a few more, you will still 

save fuel if you are not constantly at a standstill.  

4. Observe the Speed Limit: Having a lead foot on the 

highways leads to two things; tickets and poor miles per 

gallon. In fact, depending on the car you have and how much 

of a lead foot you have you could be costing yourself $0.20 or 

more per gallon. That adds up quickly and so too will the 

tickets you will inevitably accumulate.  

5. Cruise on by: It is a common misconception that cruise 

control will cost you miles per gallon on the highway. 

Actually the opposite is true. Because you will be maintaining 

a steady speed using your cruise control on the highway you 

will be achieving less fuel consumption. While perhaps not so 

dramatic of a savings, a savings is a savings. Besides, if you 

have your car on cruise control you are less likely to speed or 

drive aggressively so it is a true win-win. 

There are indeed other tips that will also increase your miles per gallon, 

but they may require you to get down and dirty with your vehicle. 

Employing these five tips will get you started on your way to better 

miles per gallon and a savings at the pump and best of all will leave 

your hands spot free. 

SmokinVetteôs Corvette Newsletter 11-2010 

Vol. 1, Newsletter 16 
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the aim of the charity.  Membership Director Karyn.  

Kambur suggested the Novato Elders Program that serves 

seniors, many unable to help themselves, with food 

deliveries. 

 

Dan moved to give each charity $500: Hannah Boys, 

Matrix, Hot Lunch and Novato Elders.  Neil second.  Jane 

discussed the history of giving to local charities.  Heather 

called for the vote ï unanimous. 

 

President Heather Torres ï Announced that the North 

Bay Member of the Year will be awarded at the Christmas 

Party.  Ballots were furnished to club members, who were 

asked to vote for the top three club members who would 

deserve such an honor.  Results were then gathered for 

release at the party. 

 

John Rittler  made a motion to set a budget for the 

Member of the Year Award, and suggested $150 to $200.  

Dan Divita second.  Unanimous. 

 

 

Election of 2011 Board Members 

 

The floor was open for nominations for club officers for the 

next year.  After discussion, and nominations, the 

consensus became ï Eric Larson  for President; Steve 

Jackson as Vice President; John (JJ) Iacoviello as 

Publicity Director, and Peri Hogya as Secretary, with the 

remaining board members the same.  Les Brown moved to 

approve the slate of officers; Jane Rittler second.  

Unanimous. 

 

Announcements: 

 

Neil Andersen moved to buy refreshments at the pizza 

parlor after the meeting.  Bill Donnelly  made the second.  

Unanimous. 

 

For Sales 
 

Bill Donnelly  announced he has a web site offering 

services such as web site selling and hosting; selling 

telephones, and premium toothbrushes and toothpaste and 

floss. 

 

John Rittler  has a 1965 Corvette for sale. 

 

E-Board Meeting.  New President Eric Larson will set 

the next meeting date at the next regular club meeting.  The 

E-Board will celebrate with a ñTurnover Party,ò according 

to President Eric Larson. 

 

Jane Rittler moved to close the meeting.  

JJ made the second.  Unanimous. 

 

 

Minutes by Outgoing Secretary Richard 

Dulleaôô 

 

 

My First 

Corvette 
 

Tranny 

Improvements 

As Christmas 

drew close, Iôm 

happy to report I 

took my Corvette in for service, to figure out 

why my 4+3 Overdrive button worked for a 

about two months earlier in the year, and 

then quit for good . In the mean time, I also 

ordered a new leather boot for the shifter, 

from redline.com, a great source for this 

wonderful improvement in the interior.  

Upon delivery to the shop, I explained to the 

top engineer there the improvements in mind 

ï the 4+3 button and boot. You might 

remember from a previous column that I 

paid ñFunny Moneyò for the switch at 

Corvette Express. For those perplexed by 

this expression, substitute ñway more than I 

should have.ò However, after installing the 

switch, the overdrive button worked great, 

making it worth the expense, albeit for short 

term. 

 

Time pressed on, and the next day I went to 

pick up the Corvette, and found it still 

dismantled in that area of the console. The 

engineer arrived from lunch to explain what 

happened and showed me an ingenious 

repair. The switch, when installed, ended up 

in harmôs way as it turned out. As I shifted 

through the gears, and I can recall some 

intensity in my shifts at Autocrosses, the 

action of the shifter severed the wire of the 

switch. The engineer found the damaged 

switch, removed it, spliced it back together, 

and used a cable/bundle tie to secure the 
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switch to the shaft inside the shifter. He had four sizes of 

the bundle ties on hand, and selected just the right size for 

the repair. It looks great, though you can only see it when 

the shifter is dismantled.  

 

With anticipation and trepidation, I drove the Corvette 

toward home. The Overdrive button came on, like normal 

as it defaults that way. I pressed the OD button on the 

shifter, and out the light went, and down-shifted went the 

4+3 Transmission. What a welcome sound, and does that 

new boot look great! Thatôs my Merry Christmas gift for 

me, and My First Corvette. 

An interesting side note of the Overdrive button, and 

readers of my column might remember this, the problem 

first arose at the Corvette Convention in Reno, when my 

friend Janet and I drove back from a dayôs outing, and the 

switch went dead. What a saga. Iôll keep you posted as 

warranted. 

 

Social connections can lead all of us in surprising 

directions. One unusual connection that struck me recently 

was my friend Mike at church, telling me about a Corvette 

for sale, a purple one no less, at his engineerôs shop on 

North San Pedro. ñWhat year?ò I asked. Mike wasnôt sure. 

I asked whether it was a stick shift or automatic. Mike 

didnôt know that either. Someday, I assured him, Iôd go 

look at the purple Corvette. Letôs fast forward to this 

morning, when I finally got a look at the Corvette for sale. 

 

From the front the Corvette looks sleek. The color is 

definitely not purple, but a dark blue, hinting slightly at 

purple. As I pulled into the parking lot, I noticed the 

bumper with some regret. The model in question has a rear 

bumper area that slants down. I remember when I first saw 

that style, back in the late 70s, and my reaction can be 

described as a mixture of disappointment and sadness that 

the Corvette designers fell upon this as their next style. 

 

Anyway, the Midnight Blue 1979 Corvette has an 

Automatic Tranny, a smooth running engine with factory 

air, either 32K miles or 132K, a black interior and an 

apparently leaking heater core. Originally priced at $10K, 

the owner will now settle for $5K. See the Corvette 

heading North San Pedro, and turning right at the junction 

with the 7-11 Market in that region. You canôt miss it. Call 

Rod at 415-419-5953 for further details. This vintage sports 

car might make a good starter Corvette for somebody you 

know. 

 

Christmas Party ï I sure had a good time at the Christmas 

Party. The new location proved to be a good one. The 

Indian Valley Golf Course Clubhouse was 

well staffed, featured great appetizers and a 

wonderful dinner. Unlike the previous 

venue, we celebrated with no competing 

parties in adjacent rooms. The food and 

fellowship make this event my favorite each 

year. And donôt forget the gift exchange. 

What great fun as we took turns stealing the 

ñdark Santaò box, which when all said and 

done, contained the much coveted bird 

house. Club newcomer Page Drummond 

won the bird house. Builder Bill Cox wanted 

to let Page know that she or her husband 

Don should paint the birdhouse, which 

also featured a toy red Corvette parked in 

the birdhouse carport.  Way to go Bill! 

 

We can now look forward to a new year, 

2011, when among the multitude of other 

things happening; my Corvette turns 25 

years old. Doesnôt that make it an official 

classic? 

 

Happy Corvetting! And moreover, Happy 

New Year! 

 

 

By Richard Dullea 

 

 

It was time to 

do our annual 

Christmas 

shopping at 

Harbor Freight 

in Vallejo.  But 

first of course 

we had to have 

breakfast; an 

Old Cranks 

tradition that goes back to the first days. 

 

Neil suggested the restaurant ñThe Sardine 

Canò in Vallejo on the estuary with Mare 

Island.  It was a great choice; more food 

than most of us could eat. 

 

Then it was off to Harbor Freight.   
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