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Guests are always welcome!  

North Bay Corvette Association  

Meets on the 2
nd

 Wednesday of each month*at  

 

7:00 P.M.  

 

the location is  

Marin Power Squadron  

789 Hamilton Parkway  

Novato, CA 94949  
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2011 

MARCH  

Presidentôs 

Report 
 
Winter is back since 

the last newsletter, 

which the weather 

had been nice and 

inviting to take our 

cars out for a drive, 

but now most of them are back in the garage 

waiting for those spring type days to come back. 

The weather had held out for our February Social at 

Bill Donnellyôs hosting a Super Bowl Party. It was 

a nice group, good weather and great food. Oh yea, 

the game was good to. Thanks again to Bill for 

hosting it.  This month is the tour at the Travis Air 

Museum, which will be very interesting. 

 Our latest new members are Paul & Kris Kaehler 

(father & son), please welcome them the next time 

you see them, congrats!  

New members need to get comfortable in a new 

club, and itôs our responsibility, the membership, to 

make them feel welcome, introduce them to other 

members, so they get to know us quickly, and will 

not only enjoy the cars, but the people who drive 

them. We all enjoy the ownership of Americas true 

sports car, and we are a good group of people whom 

enjoy each others company. The Membership 

director gets the ball rolling with the first 

introductions, and then itôs up to us to continue that. 

The membership application has two sponsoring 

members that sign which we have been very casual 

with, and the board would like to see that the 

individuals who sign the application to take some 

ownership, and be a sponsor or mentor, to help the 

new members get a good start in our club. 

 I had sent out a inquiry email regarding who was 

planning on attending the WSCC Convention this 

year, and I only got two responses. I was very 

disappointedéé.. Disappointed in the fact that we 

are using a communication tool which we trust, and 

based on the response, we are going to have a poor 

attendance at convention, or most people are not 

getting my email. I think the answer is neither, and 

that is they did not take the time to respond. If you 

do not use your email in this capacity or you didnôt 

recieve, please let us know. Do we have to go back 

to a phone tree system? I donôt think so;  Check 

your email regularly, and respond if requested!  

If you are not signed up to receive emails from 

WSCC via their list server, I would recommend it. 

They do not send out very often, and itôs nice to 

know whatôs happening in the WSCC world. Any 

questions, call or email me. 

Next month I will list the people whom have 

committed to attend the convention or not. There 

are two reasons to build these lists, first of which 

we need to get together as a group to plan our 

hospitality room, and second is a motivator, 

ñkeeping up with the Jonesò.  If someone reads that 

such and such is going, it may motivate another to 

join in.  Looking forward to a good time, join us! 

See you all soon. 

Eric Larson, President 

 

 

NBCA 

General Meeting 

Minutes 

9 February 2011 
 

President Eric Larson called the meeting to order 

at 7 PM. 

 

Membership Director Karyn Kambur  announced 

that Paul Kaehler turned in his application.  There 

were two visitors:  Mike Giordano and Wade 

McConnell. 

 

Secretary:  Sandy Frank reported that the minutes 

for the January meeting were published in the 

newsletter.  Neil Anderson moved to accept the 

minutes as published.  Second by Ken Albers. Vote: 

Unanimous.   

 

Director of Publications:  Les Brown had hard 

copies of the newsletter available for those who 

wanted them.  He announced the deadline for the 

March news will be February 23rd. 

 

We received Thank You notes for the clubs 

charitable donations from some of the recipients. 
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Les has been in touch with Peri Hogya and Ed's 

condition has improved slightly.  Ed was still in 

ICU at that time.  Carol Zeller is recovering nicely 

from her back surgery.  Neil Anderson has 

recovered for pneumonia and is present at tonight's 

meeting. 

 

Webmaster:  Ron Whittemore reported that the 

website is "doing its job" and his work on the 

photos is on going. 

 

Ron has sent test e-mails to all new officers to 

insure a seamless transition. 

 

Public Relations Director:  JJ Iacoviello is still 

under the weather and unable to attend.  Bill 

Donnelly reported that no date has been set for 

Corvette Appreciation Day with Novato Chevrolet. 

 

Board Member at Large:  Heather Torres was 

unable to attend.  Eric Larson said there was 

nothing new to report. 

 

Treasurer:  Mike Rebello reported the bank 

balance is in good shape with only one outstanding 

check of $500. 

 

The contract with Solano Community College for 

Autocross has arrived.   Mike will be sending that 

payment this month.  The funds for autocross were 

approved in a previous meeting. 

 

Social Director:  Paul Schofield reviewed the 

activities for January and February.  The January 

White Elephant gift exchange at Dan and Corky's 

was a big success with about 30 members and one 

guest in attendance.  A good time was had by 

everyone who attended the February Super Bowl 

social at Bill Donnelly's. 

 

In response to questions about the dinner cruises, 

Paul said they will start when we have more 

daylight, probably in May. 

 

Upcoming events: 

 

Saturday, Mar. 19 - Travis Air Museum  

Paul asked that we meet outside the gate prior to the 

9 AM tour.  So far 13 have signed up to attend.  The 

tour should take approximately two hours followed 

by lunch. (Location is still to be announced) 

 

April 29 - May 1 - Monterey Cruise 

At this time six members have registered to attend. 

Gary Hill informed the club that the Lighthouse 

Lodge is sold out.  There are several other motels in 

the immediate area.   

 

Classy Ladies - No Activity 

 

Old Cranks - Les Brown said the Old Cranks had 

lunch at the Sardine Can after a great tour of a ferry 

boat. 

 

The next Old Cranks gathering will be in March.  

Date and destination to be announced. 

 

Gary Hill has invited NBCA to attend two events 

that will be sponsored by High Sierra Corvettes:  A 

tour of Sky Walker Ranch and The Gilroy Garlic 

Festival. Contact Gary for dates and times.  

 

Vice President:  Steve Jackson attended the 

WSCC General Meeting and reports that a copy of 

the budget is available to those who would like to 

see it.  He explained the function of WSCC for the 

benefit of the guests and new members. 

 

The WSCC is looking for volunteers to serve on a 

committee to redo the code for car shows.  This has 

to be done every two years.  Autocross codes were 

reviewed last year.  The meeting will take place on 

March 26th at Courtesy Chevrolet in San Jose. 

 

There was a discussion about family memberships 

to WSCC.  Dan Divita explained that "Family 

Memberships" are extended to dependent children 

only at an additional cost of $10. Family members 

over 21 should have their own membership. 

 

Steve reported that there will be an autocross at the 

July convention in Minden however there will be no 

drag race this year.  We should expect temperatures 

ranging from a high of 92 to a low of 42. 

 

Experienced autocross drivers are needed to help 

with the Beginners Autocross on April 16th.  

Contact Steve.   

   

President:  Eric Larson presented Paul Kaehler 

with his trophy for finishing the autocross season in 

sixth place. 
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Come Join Us 
ñJimmy Doolittle Air & Space Museum 

(a.k.a. Travis Air Museum) 
400 Brennan Circle, Travis Air Force Base, Fairfield, CA 

 (707) 424-5605 

 

Saturday, 19 March 2011 

 
We will be leaving the Hwy 37 Scales at 8:00 a.m. for a ride 

to Travis Air Force Heritage Center, Fairfield, CA. 
 

 

For cars coming from other locations contact Paul regarding our rendezvous 

location.  Plan to arrive there by 8:50 a.m. 

  

Paul needs to provide full  names (no nick 

names) and (ok ladies a moment of truth) 

date of birth.  I have to turn in a list at the 

Visitor Center the week before.  I need not 

only the driver, but everyone who will 

attend.  Currently we have 26 members 

signed up. 

 

NO last minute attendees or 

substitutions! 
  

We will have a guide for about 2 hours and 

then free time to view the outside displays. 

  

Please let Paul know by our next meeting 

date: 9 March 2011. 
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He announced that E-board will meet on 

Wednesday, February 23rd, at Steve Jackson's 

house.  

 

Old Business:   None 

 

New Business:  Les Brown and Karyn Kambur 

passed out new membership cards. 

 

Announcements:  Bill Donnelly announced Poker 

Night will be Thursday, February 24th from 7 PM 

until 11 PM 

 

See Richard Dullea for a "family rate" on you tax 

preparation at H & R Block. 

 

For Sale:   

¶ Jane and John Rittler have a 1965 red 

convertible for sale. 

¶ See Carol Zeller if youôre interested in her 
2005, orange coupe. 

¶ Les has information regarding a 1984, two 

tone silver C4 with a 6 speed. 

 

Neil Anderson made a motion for the club to buy 

beverages at the pizza parlor after the meeting.  

Second by Bill Donnelly.  Vote: Unanimous 

 

Jane Rittler made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  

Second by Bill Donnelly   Vote:  Unanimous 

 

Paul conducted the raffle after the close of the 

meeting.    

 

Submitted by Sandy Frank, Secretary 

 

 

 

Membership 

Directorôs 

Report 
 

There were three guests 

at our February 

Meeting.  In addition to 

Al Caldwell we had 

Mike Giordano with a 

2008 Z51 Coupe and Wade McConnell with a 56 

ñRestorationò car.  Both were given membership 

applications and we hope to see them at future 

events. 

 

Please join me in welcoming Kris Kaehler of 

American Canyon and his dad, Paul Kaehler of 

Tiburon as new members to our club.  They were 

admitted to full membership by the Executive 

Board at their meeting of 23 February 2011. 

 

And finally, the roster has been updated to reflect 

membership renewals and new members. If you 

have any corrections to your contact info, please 

email me at Membership@northbaycorvettes.com. 

 

Members in the News: 

¶ Carol Z. is recovering from her back 

surgery.  She still canôt lift anything! 

¶ Julie Z. is out of her cast but still walks with 

a limp.  Soccer is still a little ways off. 

¶ Ed is out of the hospital and as cantankerous 

as ever. 

¶ Neil missed his golfing trip to Hawaii but 

that didnôt stop Robin!  Go Robin! 

 

 

mailto:Membership@northbaycorvettes.com
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     VACA VALLEY VETTES & North Bay 
Corvettes  PRESENT 

April Showers Autocross 

 

Sunday, April 17, 2011 - WSCC Type I AutoX 

Where:  Solano Community College 

4000 Suisun Valley Road, Fairfield, CA 

Registration ï 8:00 am ï 12:00 Noon 

$35.00 per WSCC Driver, $40.00 Non-WSCC Driver,  

No Run Groups, First Come, First Run, Mandatory Work Groups 

Requirements:  Valid Drivers License, Seat Belts 

Helmets (Snell or DOT-90 Approved) and 

Proof of Insurance 
 

Directions:  Take the Suisun Valley Road Off ramp from I-80.  Go North about 3 miles 

And the College will be on your right.  Take the first entrance into the college and  

Proceed to the Autocross.  

 

            
  

MORE INFORMATION CONTACT  

Rich Willhoff  

530-318-0696 

or 

Mike Walter 

707-449-4702 
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March 

Social 

Director's 

Report 

 

Raffles 
We raised a gross of 

$52.00 for charity on the raffle.  Thanks to all those 

who donated gifts, and to all who bought tickets.  

February Social Events 

Super Bowl XLV Barbeque 

6 February 2011 

 

Bill Donnelly hosted a great party, food and drinks! 

Is this group talking game strategy?

 
This was your greeting on arrival.

 

 

March Social Events 

Jimmy Doolittle Air & Space Museum 

19 March 2011 

 

Those interested, I need your full name and date of 

birth in order to obtain pre approval to get admitted 

to Travis AFB. I have been through the museum 

twice and am looking forward to going again. Hope 

to see you there! (See flyer) 

 

March Social Events 

Introduction to Autocrossing 

16 March 2011 

 

Judy and I both tried last year's course. There was a 

lot of interest, instruction, and a good time. There 

will be a $10 fee for NBCA and VVV members. I 

highly recommend this to anyone who has any 

interest in Corvettes. You get to use some of your 

car's performance under controlled conditions. 

 

April  Social Events 

April Showers AutoX 

17 April 2011 

 

This is NBCA's first autoX of the season. Come out 

even if only to watch cheer on your fellows. 

 
Doesn't this look like fun! 

Some dates to mark on your calendar for next year: 

 Monterey Coast Cruise Apr29-May 1 

 Grants Pass Vette Weekend July 8-10 

 WSCC Convention July 17-2 

Submitted by Paul Schofield, Social Director 
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Baylink Tour 

Ferry Solano 

 
Eric arraigned for us to 

tour the Baylink Ferry 

Solano this month.  Les, 

Dan, Mike M., Steve, 

and Paul and his friend 

left the Hwy 37 Scales at 10:15 to meet up with Eric 

a few minutes later.  Mike W. and Ken with their 

friend Billy were there with Eric waiting for us.  We 

were joined at the Baylink parking lot by Ericôs two 

employees, Eric and Tom.  After a meet and greet 

and a look at the cars we headed onto the boat. 

 

Our tour 

guide Bryan 

was very 

knowledge-

able about 

the boat as 

he is in 

charge of the 

maintenance 

for all the 

boats.  We 

started up in the pilot house; amazingly we all fit!  

We pumped Bryan with a lot of questions and he 

was able to answer most of them. 

From the bridge we headed right down to the 

starboard engine compartment (we all fit down 

there also!)  It was quite interesting and I saw Steve 

take lots of photos.  The whole tour lasted about an 

hour and a half. 

Off to the Sardine Can for lunch (Neil introduced us 

to this place last December.)  We sat in three groups 

and all enjoyed our lunches tremendously.  Some 

cranks left after lunch while others headed off to the 

dry docks 

to see if the 

ship to be 

scraped in 

Vallejo had 

come in. 

When we 

arrived, the 

boat was at 

the dock 

and they 

were 

closing the 

gates.  You 

couldnôt 

get very 

close to the 

ship so 

there 

wasnôt a 

lot to see.  

On our way out we came across a Navy ship tied up 

at the dock. 

The Nahak was commission in 1945 near the end of 

WWII and was there for the Japanese surrender.  

After the war it was transferred to the Japanese and 

latter to Thailand.  When a group of enthusiasts 

found out 

the Thais 

were going 

to scrap the 

boat they 

purchased 

it and 

brought it 

back to 

America. 

It is the last 

of its kind LCS -102 is the most heavily gunned 

ship per ton in the US Navy.  Volunteers work on 

the ship most Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays.  

We were able to go from the bridge (yes, even I fit 

through the hatch) to the engine room.  This was a 

great little surprise to find. 

Can you tell who is behind the twin 50ôs?  See these 

and other pictures on our website. 

 

Submitted by Les Brown 
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Now that Mike R., our Treasurer, is retired he can 

come out and play with us on our Old Cranks 

Outings.  Here are his thoughts on some extra ships 

we viewed that day.  

 

We also visited two ships 

on Mare Island that are 

part of our maritime 

history.  The first was an 

old cargo ship in dry dock 

to be turned into scrap.  

The ship was the SS Solon 

Turman, built in 1961 at 

the Bethlehem Steel Yards 

in San Francisco for the 

Lykes Brothers Steamship 

Co.  In the days before Container Ships the deep 

cargo holds served Lykes for 27 years at the various 

ports of call in the Pacific and Indian Oceans.  In 

1988 the SS Solon Turman was transferred to 

MARAD - Maritime Administration Ready Reserve 

Fleet (Moth Ball Fleet).  This meant that should the 

need arise (a national emergency) she could be 

pressed into service once again.  The ship was on 

the Ready Reserve rolls until 2003 when she was 

downgraded to Inactive Reserve.  Once on the 

inactive list, the move to Non-Retention status and 

scrap was in her future.  This has now brought her 

to the dry docks of Mare Island.   It is hoped that by 

the death of this and many of her sister vessels, new 

life will be brought to Mare Island. 

  

Our second visit took us from a ship being readied 

for destruction to a ship being transferred back to a 

living, walk through museum, the ship LCS-102.   

LCS which stands for Landing Support Craft were 

the ships that accompanied the Landing Craft full of 

Soldiers and Marines on their attacks of the various 

island in the Pacific.  The LCS-102 is the last of the 

130 built during the in last months of WWII.  They 

were small, called Mighty Midgets, but packed a 

punch.   They had 3 inch guns forward and aft, 

machine guns on both sides forward and aft as well 

as rocket launchers on both sides.   Though smaller 

than most ferry boats on the bay, it had a crew of 65 

men and 9 officers.  After service in several 

campaigns including Okinawa and making it to the 

end of the war, LCS-102's trip home was long and 

not the most direct route. 

  

The LCS-102 was given to the Japanese Navy as 

part of coastal defense.  She remained in the 

Japanese Navy until she use given, in 1966, to the 

Royal Thailand Navy for similar reasons.   She was 

in the Thai Navy until 2006 when retired.  At which 

time turned over to a group LCS veteran based in 

the bay area.   Now that they had saved the ship, the 

task was to get her home.  Being that she was 63 

years old and only 158 feet long, there was great 

concern making the 7900 miles across the Pacific 

on her own power.  She made the return trip as deck 

cargo, riding atop a much larger freighter and 

crossed under the Golden Gate Bridge in September 

2007, and is now moored at Mare Island.  You can 

visit the ship, for a small donation, and walk the 

decks, play with the guns, tour the state rooms, 

kitchen, and even a hospital, but remember it was 

called "Mighty Midget" for a reason.   

  

It was a great end to a great day, 

Mike 

 

What is an 

Autocross? 
 

The following excerpt is 

from the book Secrets of 

Solo Racing by Henry 

Watts.  I think it is a very 

informative explanation of 

autocrossing. 

 

ñAutocross is the sport of trying to navigate your 

car through a defined course faster than your 

competition.  It is a performance driving event.  It is 

designed to accommodate cars ranging from sporty 

sedans through dedicated race cars.  Autocrossing is 

a safe way to learn how to drive your car at the 

limits of its potential.  It is also a sport that is 

accessible to many people.  It does not require a 

large amount of money nor a willingness to take 

undue risks. 

 

Autocrossing is not wheel-to-wheel racing, where 

all the competitors are on the track at once, passing 

each other as they are able and vying for position, 

sometimes bumping each other.  Most of the 

differences between autocross and wheel-to-wheel 

racing are due to a desire to make autocrossing safe 

and affordable way to race.  Autocross is more of a 

test of a driverôs ability to learn a course quickly, 
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since each course is different and a driver typically 

gets just a very few tries at it.  A typical run usually 

lasts less than two minutes. 

 

In autocrossing the course is defined by soft 

barriers, such as traffic pylons, so cars that drift or 

spin off course are not damaged (in the way that a 

car might be damaged by drifting off a race course 

and smashing into a concrete wall or a tree). 

 

Events are 

typically run at 

relatively low 

spends (45 ï 65 

mph).  On most 

courses cars will 

not be shifted 

beyond second 

gear.  On the other 

hand, it is quite exciting.  There are many 

interesting things a performance-oriented car will 

do in second gear at 65 mph or so. 

 

Depending on how the event is being run, either 

there will be only one car on the course at a time, or 

the cars on the course will be well separated.  There 

is essentially no chance that two cars will run into 

each other.  On a closed (complete lap) course there 

will be two cars on the course at once, but they will 

be on different portions of the course and one car 

will be just finishing its run while the other is just 

beginning.  On start-here-finish-there course, there 

may be as many as three cars on the course at once, 

but they will be separated by a safe distance. 

 

There are many 

reasons people 

autocross.  

Drivers able to 

handle their cars 

at the limits of 

performance are 

much safer street 

drivers when 

confronted with surprises.  Because of this, 

autocrossers gain confidence in their driving.  The 

social aspect is also important.  It is generally a 

friendly competition, a social and educational 

gathering of friendly enthusiasts.  The people tend 

to be active, practical and intelligent.  Mostly, 

though, people autocross because they find it fun.ò 

As Past Vice-

President of our 

club it has my 

responsibility to 

organize and 

run this club 

event and I will 

be heavily 

involved again 

this year.  It is one of the best ways to learn about 

the capabilities of your cars.  I hope to see a lot of 

you out there even if it is just to watch.  Remember, 

Corvettes only. 

 

By Mike Walter 

 

NBCA  

Autocrosses 
 

Now that Mike has told you what autocrossing is I 

will try to tell you whatôs next!  This April 16
h
 and 

17
st
 you have a golden opportunity to learn firsthand 

what itôs all about.  

 

Over the past several years NBCA has united with 

VVV to run back to back autocrosses at Solano 

Community College on three or more weekends 

each year.  This year the first day, Saturday, will be 

ñAutocross for Beginners.ò   

 

First you will ñwalk-the-courseò with 

knowledgeable drivers who will explain the course 

to you.  We will also 

have ñexpertò drivers 

there to ride with you 

in your own car 

around a simplified 

course to introduce 

you to the sport. 

 

 

Donôt have a helmet ï donôt worry.  The clubs have 

loaners.  Come on out and have a blast.  If you get 

ñhookedò you can come out the next day and run a 

regular course designed by our own in house 

experts.  Check out the flyers on both days in this 

newsletter.  Believe me ï you wonôt be sorry! 

 

By Les Brown 
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